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the Immortality of the Soul, by 
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the weakneſs of Humane Reaſon, 
could give Cato Utican ſuch com- 
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his deſpondency of the Publick 
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into the Hands of Ceſar; how _ 
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that is founded, not only on the 
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when the uncertainty and diſſa- 
tisfaction of Humane Affairs has 
diſquieted their Thoughts, and 
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Attractions, has been ſo plea- 
{ing and delightful a Diverſion, 
that I have, at _ leaſure Hours, 
made a few plain, and I hope, uſe- 
Ful Reflections onthe Grounds we 
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lieve undoubtedly a Future State. 
And tho the excellency of the 
Subject does deſerve the beſt Re- 
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a little what this is, for the ſake 


no more to Unbelievers, than an 


And therefore let us conſider 
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give but a ſhort and momentary 
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mane Late, a to the Obloquies 
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ent content of Mind, with Plea- 
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of Evidences from without, and | 
- contrary to the 1t1ward deciſions 
of their own Conſciences, which 

muſt and will declare ſometimes 
againſt an inconſiſtent conduct, 
and againſt wilful Opinions, that 
are built on no rational Founda- 
tion. So that there ſeems to be 
a very great and remarkable dif: 
ference, between the Heathens 
now-a-days, or our Heathens in 
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Chriſtians for form ſake, or in 
point of Prudence, and the good 
and knowing Heathens of former 
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of s Tale of a Tub; he was the 


moſt Learned Buffoon of his 
Time, and the more Remarkable, 
becaule that vein of Wit was. not 
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ſo rampant, as it has been of late 


years, ſince an Ingenious and 


Facetious Monarch was pleaſed 
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Scandaliz d at the Immorality of 
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of ſome of our Wits, and the 
Inſtruction of Unbelievers. 2 
Sextus Empiricus by his Rea- 
ſon. found our, that there was 
no Certainty in the beſt of 
Humane Reaſoning. He made 
a doubt of every thing, and was 
ſure of nothing; an therefore 
there is no doubt but our 
Doubters, or Scepticks, muſt have 
great Satisfaction! in his Learned 
Performances. 5 
If again our Modern Infidels | 
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diveſt themſelves, as much as they 
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But the Heathens of former 
Times, and eſpecially thoſe whe 
cultivated their Minds, or exer n 
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and Paſſions, how to regu ate our 


He, enquired what” was" really. - 
Goc Land what Evil: rk Nis | 


Mutt and Honeſt; what Tnfa- 
mous and unworthy of our Na- 


Truth] lainly, That he was the 


the humble Socrates, upon ſtrict 
Examination | of himſelf, could 
not-conceive, why be was Ho- 


before others, unleſs it were 
becauſe he was: conſcious to 


thought and believed themſelves _ 
be Wie: As Seo he'was, 2 
„ 2 3 he 


lit 


2 2 L $ 2 


Lives, and to form our Morals. 


ture. Even the Oracle of Apollo _ 
could not forbear to ſp chat: 


Miſeſt in all the World. =. 
nour'd with that appellation +> | | 


himſelf, that he was not Wiſe, 
whereas, other knowing Men 
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to ſuffer him to make his Elcape, 


W En not to be Wiſe [ 
to any great degree, and that he 
really knew little or not hing 
When he had lived long, doing 
good by 175 Inſtructions, and ex- 
Forting, Men to be Juft r Vir. 
tuous, he was condemned to 
Death by the Athenians, throug 
the ſuggeſtion of Falſe Witneſ es. 
Whilſt he was in Priſon, his 
Friends had Bribed his Keepers 


But Socrates could by no means 
be perſwaded to break or offend 
the Laws of his Country, by a 
| ſecret and ignominious F light, 
Whilſt he was in Priſon, he taught 
That it was better to Die, than 
to Live: That he hoped, when 
Dead, to go into the company of 

d 566 6c, 


Goo Ma that had gone 
but that he could ad be poſitive 
and certain in that 8 But 
that this he was certain of, T, Bat 
* Soul Had a £0 unto c 
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Gods: z and he thought, that "ag 
e after Death, would be in a 
e, State, and Bad Men in an 
| Unhappy. Laſtly he proved by di- 
vers Arguments the Innnortality 
of the Soul, and drank the Poiſon 
he was c condemned to drink,with 
as much cheerfuln els, readineſs, | 
and without the laſt changing . 
Colour in his Countenance, as if 
he were ſure to go immediately 1 
into far greater Ha ineſs than 
thi S World can afford. 
As Socrates was wh ans 
or certainly the Beſt 4 5 all 45 
Greek Philoſophers, by how 
much the ſubject. of his Enqui- 
ries, the improvement of Men's 
Morals, is to be preferr d before 
uſeleſs, or or unprofitable Specula- 
tions. So among the Romans 
Gcero was not only the greateſt 
Orator they ever be 
Chief, if not their Firſt remark- 
f able 0 His Works are 

- ">: 5 - mot 


— n a 
— - 


ad, but the 


3 


not only to all Ages the Standard 
of purity in the Latm Tongue, 
but his Philoſophical Diſcourſes 


will likewiſe be a perpetual, de- 
lightful, and moſt uſeful Enter- 


tainment, to all Learned, Inge- 


nious, and Well. d iſpoſed men. F 


ſhall ſpeak but a few things of 
this Great Roman; Greater, I 


think, by his Virtue, his Wiſ⸗ 


dom, his Love to his Country 


and his unſhaken Courage aga 


the Enemies of the Common- 
wealth, than the Greateſt of 


thoſe Conquerors, whoſe Good 


Fortune overcame many King- 


doms and Provinces, by the ef- 


fuſion of Rivers of Humane 


Blood. He was declared by the 


Senate, the Confervator of the 


charming Eloquenceand defence 
of Good: Men, and his penetra- 


Common-Wealth ; what by his vi- 


gilance over it, and his dil! gent 


care of the Publick ; what by his 
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tion into prog keg: Pei 2 1 
—_ defeating the frequent Con- 
iracies of Bad men. He reſi- 
FI ed the Impudence of {editions 
er- (ataline, the Furiouſneſs of the 
e. lewd Clodiis, and expoſed the ah 3 
* Fiwild Mark Anthony in themoſt*® — © 
lively Colours, in his neyer tobe 
forgotten, and never forgiven - 
d e What could have 
id greater, and more wor- 
thy admiration, by a Chriſtian 
— — 5 than that Sentence of his! _ 
One day well ſpent and according. „ 
tothe 12 3 epts of V irtue, i: 
to he pre 3 4 . a Viciu 
Immorta 1, or an Immortal Life "Hd 
ſpent in Sinful Pleaſures, , He _ 
argued ſtrongly for the Innor-. 
rality of the Soul, in many places 
of his Works, but more particu- . 
larly in that moſt Excellent BooKR "WM 
of Tuſ culan Queſtions, from the „ 
Nature of rh, Soul, and its noble 
Faculties, from the then univer-. 


fal 


E congnt of all Nations, in the 
| Epe tion, "I 1 not belief | of its 

5 me - ality ;' 1 eſpecially | 2 * 4 
wiſeſt and belt men in all places, 
who the better and wiſer men 

they were, the more eaſily a 

naturally eſpouſed that belief. 
Fe eſteem'd all the other Philo- 
ſophers who were not Platoniſta, 
to be n Nlebeian Or Vulgar Philoſo 
phers, becauſe they came not up 
to the exalted Notions and flights 
of the Platonifts, in relation to a 
future Life, and Immortality. He 
thought no man could be indu- 
eed to great and noble actions, or 
to lay down his life with cheer- 
try, ſine magna ſpe immortalitutis, 
without great hope of a ſucceed- 
ing Immortality. Laſtly in his 
admirable Treatiſe of Old Age, 
_ writ when he was both old and 
wile, he reaches, that ; this N Life 
VVV which 
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in Peace and War, as I have done, 
of +4 Glory were to determine 
b my Life? I know not how 


wit 
s Y at- 


it ic, but my mind has alma N 
ſed it ſelf to a praſpect of Futw 
my Soul were then at length to 

in this J err, in belzevmg the 
do willingly Err; nor will I ever 
ft.... OC 
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dance of needleſs doubts about a 


grow and 23 ſo much in the 


"Tor my =" 7 as Ew as T 7 


to be depriued on forced from this 


de Herd 


Good- God! that 75 firong a a 
Faith, ſo ſtedfaſt a Hope, and ſuch 
a love to their Country, or ſuch 


Error, with which I am 


a Charitable diſpoſition to Man- 


kind, the three great Chriſtian 


Virtues, ' ſhould be ſo firmly 


rooted in thoſe that are called 
Infidels; and that ſuch an abun- 


Future State, ſuch faint hopes 
of Future Happineſs, or rather 


ſuch wretched and curſed Hopes 
of annihilation, or non - exiſtence 


of the Soul after. death, ſhould 


Minds of thoſe who call them- 


ſelves Chriftians, but whoſe Vices 


and Im moralities, to which they 


become inſlaved, do wholly blind 
their Underſtanding, and abſo- 
lutely ſubject them to the power 


of — After 


* 
1 
Js 
F 
. 


Alfter thels mo 
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pions of Immortality, one 
the laſting Honour of Greece and 


the other for Old Rome; I will. 
mention but a few inſtances of 


the Higbeſt Virtue of ſome Ro- 


unparallel d Virtues, and others 


of the like nature, it is likely 
that it pleaſed Cod to extend 
their Conqueſts ſo far, and to 


make Rome the Empreſs of al- 


moſt all the then known World 
as when by Luxury and Excels, 

their priſtine Virtue failed;there 

came upon them an inundation 
of misfortunes, of Seditions and 
Civil wars, which tore her bow- 
els in pieces, and threw the Peo- 


ple at laſt into a Tyrannical Go- 


vernment, depriving the Senate, 
and People of Rome of all their 
Liberty and magnified Privileges. 
Scipio African, after he had 
loſt his Father and his Uncle, 
TS . 


mans, and for the ſake of whoſe 
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Publius, and Oneus Sci pio, in the 
wars with the Curthaginiant in 
Spain, partly by the treacherous 
Stratagems, and partly by the 
power and force of the Enemy, 
Senate, who ſhould go and ſuc- 
ceed the two excellent but un- 
fortunate Scipios as Proconſul, 
and there was a long filence in 
the Senate, no body having cow 
| rageenough for fucha hazardous 
undertaking; this young Scipio, 
at the ape of two and twenty 
tion, and ſoon convinc'd the Se- 
nate of his great Military abili- 
management of that War. ; When 
he came into Spain, he unexpect- 
before New Carthage, took it itt 

— mediately, and in it all the chief 
 Carthagmian Officers Wives and 
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rable Beauty, and . ! 5 

larly tranſcendin 5 
When Scipio was Slice t to wy 5 
his fair Captives, and elpecially 13 


he was then ſo you himſelf; > 
being in the very peng of his 
age yet he would by no means 
uffer them to be brought before 
him, left bis Eyes ould be any 
ways defiled with their attradtiue 
uftre.He ordered firſt the moſt re- 
ſplendent Beautyto be immediate 
ly reſtored to her Husband, when 
informed that ſhe was N 
— A 7 'Carthaginian Officer, 
n ſent the reſt away to 
Cn Parents, or Relati ns, with- | 
out giving his Curioſity. any 
leaft ſatisfaction. And os 10 
eat a Conqueſt of himſelf, was 
oon follow d with the Conqueſt 
of all Spain: For in four years 
e he * all his Enemies 
n 33 
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that ſo remarkable a one, tho 


the 
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quite out of that vaſt King - 
— , and tranſplanted the war 
into Africa, thereby cauſing a re- 
. vocation of Hanibal out of Italy; 
and in Africa ſtriking ſuch a 
terror upon all, that the conduct 
even of Hannibal himſelf, could 
not ſave Carthage, the long Ri- 
val of Rome, from being utterly 
e ily 
A s the former was a m ſt noble 
and exemplary inſtance of Cha- 
ſtity in a very young Nobleman, 
ſo there could not be a greater in- 
ſtance of a Noble and Virtuous 
Generoſity, then that of Cazus 


Fabricius, who when King Pyr- 
bus, that great Souldier, had in- 
vaded Italy, beaten the Romans 

in Battle, and threatned the de- 

ſtruction of Rome. it ſelf, and 
when his Phyſician upon ſome. 
diſguſt, or the hopes of Re- 
ward, offer d to. Fabricius the 
Life of his Maſter, inſteadof em 
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bracing ſuch ignominious offers, _. 

ſent the Traytor's Letter to Pyrr bus 

himſelf in order to his due puniſh- 

ment for ſuch unworthy Treache- 

ry. Inſomuch that Fyrrbus over- 

come by ſuch Virtue, grew weary 

of contending with ſuch Enemies, 

ſought earneſtly for Peace, and brake 

out into that remarkable exclama- 

tion; This is Fabricius, whom you 

can no ſooner remove from his Hone- 

ſty and Integrity, than you can al- 

ter tbe courſe of the . ©» 
Paulus Emilius, who had con- 

quered Macedonia, and brought 

King Perſeus and his Children 

captive to Rome, in his Oration 

that he made to the People, before 

his Triumph, prayed the Immortal 

Gods, that if any imminent misfor- 

tune was like to fall, by their ap- 

pointment , upon the Common- 

wealth, it might ſoon fall upon 

Him and his Houle, rather than up- 

on the Commonwealth. The Hea- 

vens 1t ſeems heard his Prayer, * 
Fs LF. 0 
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of his two only Sons, from whom 
he expected the continuance of his 
Noble Family, the Elder died five 
days before his Tr mph, and the 
Vounger three days after it. 
Never was there a race of Men, 
who loved their Country with ſuch 
ardour and zeal as the Romans then 
generally did. "Twas in vain to 
attempt their fidelity with Bribes, 
tho' never ſo great, before the inun- 


dation of Luxury brake in upon 
them. The three Decii, the Father, 


Son, and Nephew, deſerve never to 
be forgotten, who all voluntarily 
{acrificed themſelves for the Good] 
of their Country. The Father was 
Conſul in the war with the Latimes; 
together with that Manluus Torqua- 
tus, who cut oft his own Son's Head, 
becauſe he had fought the Enemy, 


contrary to Order, altho he Com 
quered, and gave his Enemya nota-: bu 


Hle defeat. But the Conſul Decius 


Mus, In that War with the Latmes, 
when he found the Roman Legions 


give 
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give way, as it were by ſome Divin 
impulſe, Devoted himſelf to the Di: 
mes,the Gentiof Dead men, impre- 
cating the ſame cataſtrophè to his 
Enemies that he underwent, and co- 
vering his face ſet ſpurs to his Horſe, 
and rid into the thickeſt of his Ene- 
mies, that he might be {ure to meet 
with his death, and to become a ſort 
of Expiatory Sacrifice in behalf of 
his Army, and for the good of his 
Country. The ſame vehement Zeal 
tranſported the other two, upon 
other occaſions, to become Devoted 
in the like manner; as if dying vo- 
luntarily for their Country, were 
Jan Hereditary quality, deſcending 
with that Noble Family. And cer- 
tainly ſuch an Heroick contempt of 
Life, could never have entred into 
the hearts of Men, who had no hopes 
of living again: For it was not a raſh, 
but deliberate action in them, done 
with much Slemmityin the preſence, 
and with the aſſiſtance of the Fonti- 
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Jex Maximus, or Chief Prieft among 


the Romans. D 2 Great 
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Great Virtues deſerve to be ad- 
mired, among whomſoever, or in 
whatſoever place, or age, or coun- 
try they are found. * thoſe 
Heathens, who were induced by 
their Reaſon to equal in Virtue th 

beſt cf Chriſtians! And Happy thok 

Chriſtians, who through Faith have 

been enabled to imitate in Morality 
the beſt of Heathens ee 

I have. mentioned theſe few er 
amples among many, to ſhew hoy 

powerful the principles of Virtu 

could be, even among Heathens; in. 
ſomuch that it may be reaſonably 
doubted, whether their YIrtue: 
could have been Greater than they 
_ were, and whether they could have 
rien to a higher pitch of Exceller- 
cy, if they had had even Chr:ſt:anf 
motives to incite them. If Young 
Scipio, in the height of his profpe- 
rity, when there was nothing to 
controul his Deſires, would not fo 
much as ſatisfy his Cur:oſfity in Tec-iſ 
ing his Fair Captives, leſt he Wige 
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be tempted to forfeit his innocen- 
cy, and might himſelf be: captiva- 
ted with them; It ſhews what a 
great Continence men can arrive to, 
and how far Natural Prudence can 
conquer our vicious inclinations; 
and it ſhews how little reaſon Li- 
— have to maintain, that it is 
noi in their own power to conquer 
their paſſions, and reſiſt their exor- 
bitant deſires. If Caius Fabricius 
could ſhew ſuch a truly Noble Ge- 

eroſity, even to an Enemy that 
threatned deſtruction to his Coun- 
25 that he would rather betray an 


ignominious offer of a Trayter, ra- 


* 


ther then by embracing it to take 
ſo great an advantage of ſoon end- 
Jing the War; How degenerate, mean, 
„and unworthy is it now for a Ori- 

ian Prince to ule all oblique ways 
of attaining his Ambitious Ends, 
and to cheriſh the Traytor as well 


caſion offers, or can be adminiſtred? 


What an everlaſting blemiſh on the 
NOS DS - Gran- 


as love the Tre aſon, as often as oc- . 


38 The Certamty of 
Grandeur of any Monarch muſt it 
be, not only to encourage, but to 
uſe and contrive by his Emiſfaries, 
ſuch indirect and ſhameful practi- 
ces, as all Good men muſt. abbor, 
and the Romans would at any time 
have bluſh'd to execute? If Paulus 
Aimilmns could have ſuch a Love to 
his Country, that he could be con- 
tented, and voluntarily deſire, to 
lacrifice the happineſs and pro- 
ſperity of his own Family, and the 
continuation of it, to the good and 
benefit of the Commonwealth, what 
a ſhame and reproach muſt it be to 
us, to build our fortune on our 
Country's ruine, and to ſacrifice the 
Public to our Private Intereſt ? 
Laſtly, If thoſe Noble Decii could 
{o eaſily Devote, and ſacrifice them- 
ſelves, or their own lives, in order 
to make God more propitious to 
their Country's wellfare, and that is 
voluntarily, without a Dwine Com- t: 
mand to. oblige them to it: What t 
illuſtrious and Heroick examples © 
1 "x: would 
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would not they have given, if they 
could have had either the Promiles 
of Abraham, or the Hopes of our 
noble Martyrs to encourage them ?. 
_ Theſe and fuch-like admirable 
men had, no doubt, a very firmper- 
{waſion of their Souls Immortality: 
or otherwiſe they could never have 
gained fuch a compleat conqueſt 
over their own inclinations, or 
could never have attained ſuch Ge- 
nerous Principles of Virtue and In- 
_— uch a contempt of this life, 
and ſuch an ardent Love to their 
—— , or they could never have 
made their lives, and all their in- 
tereſt in this World ſo eafie a Sa- 
crifice, unleſs it were to their Hopes 
of a ſucceeding Immortality. For 
can our reaſon fuggeſt, or can we 
poſlibly think, that the Beſt and 
moſt Virtuous part of Mankind was 
ignorant of That which waspromp- 
ted to all men by the Law of Na- 
it ture, and by the univerſal conſent 
SW of all Nations? For what Nation 
d | 5 Yy Was 


„* 


40 The Certamty "of 


2. 
after Death ? And how few ſingle 


was there ever in all the World, 


tho never ſo barbarous and brutiſh, 


tho' they had the moſt obſcure no- 
tions of Futurity, but did expect 
ſome ſtate of Happmeſs or Mi 


perſons can we ever read of in Hi- 
ftory, who in great and deſperate 
diſtreſſes (when the Heart and Con- 


| {ſcience ſpeak truth more then the 


to ſee its approaching Fate) have 


not then lift up th eyes and 


thoughts to a Supream Being, and 


then implored his aid and aſſiſtance, 
however before that time of Dan- 
ger they have neglected or denied 
him, and however after their Deli- 
verance from that imminent Dan- 
ger they again forget him, and re- 
turn to their former Immoralities 


or Infidelity ?? 


But before we conſider the mo- 


tives that riſtians have above all 


| other men to Believe, and become 
certainly aſſured of a Future State, 
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mine a little what Natural Evi- 
man may have, and perceive from 


ble World before us. 


and the erect frame of man's body 
does naturally require us to look up- 
wards, whereas the figure of other 


downwards towards the Earth, if we 


and magnificent regions of Light in 
a clear evening, what a Clorious and 


ſies of Admiration upon their ac- 
count then now we commonly have. 
We ſhould not then think that even 


dom, or a Coronation never ſo much 
Ennobled, that any earthly produ- 
, If ftion of Nature, or curious amuſe- 


it may not be amiſs if we do exa- 


+ © & a6 Vow aa; - 2 


dence of it a wiſe and conſidering- 
a due contemplation of this Senſi- 
If we look up to the Heavens above, 


animals does more diſpoſe their view 
caſt our eyes, Iſay, towards thoſe high 
Wonderful ſight preſents it ſelf to 


our Eyes! If we were to ſee them 
ſeldom, We ſhould find more EX ta- 


a Roman Triumph, a magnificent 
Entry of a Prince into his King- 


= TM: 
ment of Art, fhould deſerve our 
ferious attention or Admiration, 
like this ſtupendious, tho frequent 
proſpect of thoſe infinite, or innu- 
merable Stars above us. They were 
fo Glorious in the ſight of the Hea- 
thens, that the Eaftern, or Wiſer Na- 
tions could not forbear to Worfh1 


* 
* 


them for ſo many Gods. And cer 
tainly that illuſtrious Hoſt of Hea- 
ven did much better, and more ra- 
tionally deſerve their lind Worſhip, 
then the Leeks and Onions, the 
Cow or the Crocodile, that of the 
Learned Egyptians. Can it poſſibly 
enter into the thoughts of any ſen- 
fible Man, that ſo many, and ſo 
Glorious Orbs of Light ſhould hap- 
pen by Chance out of a confuſed 
heap of dull Matter involved in 
darkneſs? Or rather can it be pofli- 
ble, that any man of common ſenſe 
and * whoſe brains 
Buffoonry has not turn'd, ſhould 
not eaſily ſee the finger of Omnipo- 
tencein ſuch ſpacious and lumi _ 
7 — 


— _ 
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and wonderful productions? Moſt . 
certainly the Heavens declare the 
Glory of God, aud the Firmament 
ſheweth his Bandy -work. 

And what 1s 55 Earth that we 
inhabit,andwhere we grow ſo proud 
of our üürrle — 26 What a 
dull, heavy, lumpiſh, and obſcure 5 
part of the Creation is it, in com- 
pariſon to thoſe bright and magnifi- 
cent Celeſtial regions, which excel 
and tranſcend our Earth, as much 


as Light excelleth Darkneſs! Our 


Bein nothing but dull Matter 
and tc —— are — 
and mean, and earthy, they think 
all things elſe muſt be of the ſame 

groſs nature, and muſt be Material 
as well as they . 
lf we can believe Aſtronomem 
and the beſt Mathematicians that 
we have, we ſhall find that thoſe 
infinite regions of Light are abun- 
dantly greater, and more capacious 


than our little Earth, on whole Su- 
N 


22 Wits do meaſure all ſuverior 


—  —_— 
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perficies only we Men, as well as 
Beaſts and. Inſects, are obliged to 
crawl together. If it were not for 
the Immortal Souls of Men, which 
by being joined with our corrup- 


tible Bodies are obliged for a time 


to inhabit and dwell in this vileft 
part of the Creation, and without 
whole continuance a little here, 
this low and little Syſtem, this 
ſource of noxious fumes and damps 
this feculent ſettlement of grols 
and ſordid Matter, the ſinking 
Dregs of this Viſible World, this 
general Infirmary, this field of De- 
ſtruction, this painted Sepulchre of 
Mankind, this lump of Putrefacti- 
On, this ſcene of Vanity and Capri- 
chios ; and yet this mixture of Good 
and Evil, Great and ſmall, Wonder- 
ful and Inconſiderable, or this 
Earth that we are ſo unreaſonably 
fond of, if it were not Enobled 
with Inmortal Souls, would not 
deſerve any long Preſervation, but 
become uſeleſs or contemptible, or 


be 


i 
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be annihilated, and ſoon turned 
into its Original Nothing. 
As for the Dimenſions, or Mag- 

nitude of the Planets that are near 
er to us, or the Fixed Stars, that are 
at a greater diſtance from us, Gaſ- 
fe endus, that great French Aſtrono- 
mer, computes the dm to be 167 


times bigger Ju iter 81; and the 


times bigger than the Earth; Saturn 
the moſt ſuperior Planet, to be 79 


Moon, the loweſt of them all, that 
ſeems to vulgar eyes ſo much larger 
then the reſt, to be 39 — 5 
then the Earth; and he computes 
the Diameter of the Earth to be 
8354 Italian Miles, wherefore its 


Circumference being reckoned 


thrice as much, muſt be 25462 Miles. 


He likewiſe computes the Fixed 


Stars of the firſt Magnitude, to be 
108 times bigger than the Earth, 


thoſe of the leaſt, or ſixth Magni- 


tude, to be 18 times bigger. And 


from Ptolomy, he computes the di- 


ſtance of the Fixed Stars from the 
ET Earth, 


nnen " 
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46 The Certamty of 
Earth, to be 19000 Semidiameters. 
But our later Aſtronomers make 
their diſtance to be abundantly 
greater. Me - 5 TOR 

For if we will believe later Aſtro- 

nomers, the Sun is thought to be 

Four hundred ninety four thouſand 

one hundred miles in its Diameter, 

or containing ſo many Miles in a 
ſtreight line through it; which mul- 

tiplied by three, makes the Circum- 
ference of it to be, One million, 
four hundred, eighty two thouſand 
three hundred miles about. And 

= ex on — of the Sms influence 
through the planetary regions, ac- 

cording to the ſame Aſtronomers, 
(the Sun being placed in the Center 

of the Univerſe, according to Co- 
_ is ſaid to- be above Five 
undred and thirteen millions, five 
hundred and forty thouſand miles. 

If the Sun be thus prodigiouſly 
large, and the Fixed Stars bear but 

any near proportion to the Magni- 

rude delivered by the Learned Ga 
T , . 
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/ ſ. endus, or the prodi gious diſtance 
between the Earth and them, I 
think we ought not to eſteem our 


Earth to be a very large Empire in 


Nature, much leſs to undervalue 


thoſe larger or more wonderful Ce- 
leſtial Lights, as if they were only ſo 
many Lamps kind led by chance, or 


l 


we matter not how, or for what, and 


containing their regular poſition, 


their light and ſplendor, and their 
magnitude by the ſame chance, for 


ſo many thouſand years continuance. 


For my part, when I caſt my Eyes 


upwards and behold thoſe Glorious 


Lights above, I cannot bur think I 


have no {mall glimpſe of Heaven it 

ſelf, and tho we now ſee through 

4 glaſs darkly, tho our Divine 
an 


Immmortal Souls do now 1ce 


cannot ſee clearly, and at a diſtance, 


without the help of Glaſſes of di- 
vers kinds, yet we certainly lee, if 
we are diſpoſed to ſee, enough and 
enough of the Celeſtial Seats of 


Hap- 


through obſcure corporeal eyes, and 


* 
= "1 * 
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48 The Certamty of © 
| Happineſs, to convince a wile man 
of their exiſtence, and to ſatisſie his 
hopes of Future Happmeſs, not- 
_ . withſtanding the Veil before us 
does hinder our beholding the in 
expreſſible Glory of the Bleſſed 
For what eye has not ſeen, what car 
has not heard, and what has not en 
tred into the heart of man to con. 
cee, is not to be ſeen, or heard, or 
underſtood, whilſt we are in this 
low and corruptible State, whilſt 
we live among Beaſts and Worms, 
and are continually ſubject to ſo 
many Dzſeaſes, ſo many Imper- 
fections, and ſo many ſorts of Mi 
ſery, as Wars and Diviſions, and 
Contentions, as both the Publick, 
and our Private condition, do ren- 


FILE: 


der us liable uno. i oo 44 
But if thoſe great and illuſtrious 
orbs of Light, neither their num- 
ber, their ſplendor, nor their extent, 
are capable of making us conſider 
that they muſt have an Author, or 
Creator, that they muſt and can 

8 only 
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only p wn rom an rar 8 
4 u, Power which ought fre- 
La to fill us with the higheſt 
Admiration ; let us con. 
fer ll ſome circumſiances 
this our Earth, where we ſubfift 
and which draws « our affections o 
powerfully to it, that too great a 
part of MagkinGveither deſire, nor 
pelt any other Happineſs but 
it they find in it. 8 | 
And firſt the poſition of ov . 
Earth, fo immenſe. and I onderous 
a body in the rr og of tht fluid 
air, Without declenſion into any 
part of the ambient air, or without 
any temarkable diſſolution of its 
parts, although they are all of a 
corruptible, tranſient, and muta- 
ble e and — to * ona M 
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Iteration: jr $a ve our 
— The & — preſer- 


vation of the Earth in —— ſtate 
— it remains, the continual 
u ion of its parts, and yet an 


ncorruplity 4 the whole 1 
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ſo long a a time, muſt be to any res chu 
ſonable underſtandinga convincing Wa: 
evidence of a Sy ernatural Power, With: 
that keeps it in this ſtate. nf 
Nor is the continuance of this 7 
vaſt and heavy Maſs of Earth, it 
the' middle obs the Air,(which oli 
makes ſo little reſiſtance to the mo Ip 
tions even of a Fly, much leſs can bi. 
it do ſo to the ponderous Earth) ner 
and its firm permanence in its af pa 
ſigned place of the Univerſe, to h 4 
. admir d. The diurnal "Motion Nat 
of this terraqueous Globe about its bei 
axis in four and twenty hours, all n 
things remaining in the ſame regu: Nhe) 
lar order as if it were immovable, p 
is a conſtant evidence of the moſt Is 
wonderful Power of God. And tho Nati 
this Motion of the Earth does not i 
appear evident to our Eyes and Sen 
ſes, yet it muſt be neceſſarily evi. 
dent to our Reaſon, unleſs we can 
more eaſily comprehend by it the 
motion of that infinite number of 


Fix d Stars (all of them being con- P ho 
i cluded 557 
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cluded many times bigger then this 


Earth) and think it more-certain, 


hat fuch immenſe; Beings, ſuch an 


infinite number of them,can move 


vith an inconceivable. rapidity 


through that moſt prodigious cir- 


it in 24 hours, rathe than this 
ſpot of Earth, this Inconſiderable 


Pont in compariſon to tlioſe innu- 


nerable Stars, and to that endleſs 


D pace 5 wherein they are contained 4 | 


Again the various productions in 
ature, ſo excellent and curious ii 
heir kind, the diſpoſition of parts 
irable order wherein 
hey are placed, ſuch as is incredi- 
ly curious, and even magnificent, 
is to be ſeen by Microſcopef; the 
native excellence, and infinite vari- 


n that adn 


ty of the fineſt Colours, which Art 


: Wndeavours in vain to imitate, are 
Wings that are not to be {lightly 
hought on. Inſomuch that the 


reateſt Judge that ever was of na- 


al and mundane objects, bids us 


* £ - 


r hold but the Lillies of the field 


Bow 


E 2 


how hey s FF 
ns that | 
tained the ——— — 220 ou 
ward Glory that was ever know 
among men, was not arrayed 
** 0 thoſe e, in all his hy. 
Again 152 we conſider the — 
ful fabrick or 1 either th 
more noble o ignoble, the mon 
perfect or hos ect; the ſyme 
of their parts, their Proper conne 
ion, communication, and ſituatiot 
ſo nicely adapted to the beſt uſt 
that they are capable of; if an ace 
rate account were to be given « i 
the tuniques, the humors, the y 
els, the nerves, and the *. x 
the dye, how they contribute to vi 
_ "and to its quick motion o 
every ſide; if of the Hand, ho 
the B Bones of the Carpus, the 
car pus, and of the fingers, are ( of 
der] dif ooſed, together with 
| cles, for flexion, or apprehen 
on, and enen; if of the Bran 
or the Heart, _ they would 5 feo 
t 
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with amazement at the Exeellency 
of their contexture. But eſpecially 

if we behold the Greulation of the 
Blood in Animals, as it is now to 
be ſeen by ocular demonſtration, 
with the help of Microſcopes, what 

2 raviſhing fight is it, to ſee the 
Blood of a Living Animal running 

in a ſwift ſtream by the Arteries 
unto the extremities, and returning 

back by the Vems in the fame 11 

very ſurprizing, that as the ſalient 

Blood was driven with impetuoſity 
through the | Arteries, in diver. 

places. it was fprinkled like Rait 
into the muſcular or fleſhy parts, 
or daſh'd out forcibly from the 

Arteries, (notwithſtanding their 
thickneſs, or their ur Ge | 

Coats, one over another) for the 

nouriſhment of the parts. So that 

we may welt and truly ſay, I am 
fearfully and wonderfully made, mar- 
Wi --, Ss ml 
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Soul knoweth tight well. 
Not to be too tedious, and there- 
fore to ſay nothing of ' the many 
nice curioſities that have been dil 
covered in Anatomy by the help 
of Microſcopes, I ſhall only take 
notice that there is an 2nvz/ible 
World of minute animals invi- 
ſible to the naked Eye, but im th 
finitely more numerous than thei cl: 
viſible animals of any kind. There ¶ of 
is hardly a drop of Vinegar, a pu-: to! 
ſtule in the Small-pox, and other ¶ co7 


vellous are thy works, and that my 


cutaneous diſeaſes, but theſe doW 77; 
{warm or abound in. Azrcher has 8 
obſerved, that the air in Peſtilen far 
tial ſeaſons is full of theſe inxiſible C 
animals, and that contagion is com- ¶ Ae, 
municated by their means. But 75c 
that which Mr. Lewenhoeck did IM An 
impart to the Royal Society, and 
Was Printed in the - firſt of the = 
of 


Philoſophical Tranſactions , Anni 
1679, of the vaſt number of Ani- 
mals he perceived in ſemme Anima: 
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lum, is very remarkable. He obſer- 
ved by his Glaſſes, that in the Juyce 
of the Melt of a living Cod-fiſh, or in 
a quantity of its Fuice, of the bigneſs 
of a ſmall Sand, there are contamed 
more then 10000 ſmall liuing Crea- 
tures with long Tails. And conti- 
nuing his computation of the num- - 
ber of Sands firſt in an inch, and 
then in the whole Melt, he con- 
cludes at laſt, after his computation 
of Men, and compariſon of both 
together : that the little Animals 
contained in one Melt, are above ten 
times the number of all Mankind 
upon the face of the whole Earth. He 
arther obſerves in the ſemen of a 
Cck about a year old, which had been 
kept alone in a coop for five 0 5 


there were at leaft 50000 of thoſe 

Animals, in the bigneſs of a Sand. 
The Magnificence, the admirable 
curioſity, and the infinite variety 
of the Works of God, are far above 
man's ſhallow comprehenſion, whe- 
ther we conſider the animate or the 
BS © in- 
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inanimate part of the Can 
What a Glorious Sight will they 
all be when our Souls ſhall have no 
impediments in ſeeing them in their 
true excellence, and in their true 
dimenſions, without their viſible os 
apparent imperfections, if Ai ſero- 
| ſcopes only can ſhew to our weak 
eyes, that all the little Sand in the 
Sea, or on the Shoar, is an ae 
or immenſe Treaſure, conſiſting 
tranſparent Rubies, Agates, * 
ralds,Porphyries, and others Gems, 
or precious Stones! 
It was a large and noble thought 
of an eminent and learned Di- 
vine, who has written at large con- 
cerning Immortality. and a Future 
State, that he would not determine 
too much concerning the Souls e- 
ven of Brutes, who have Senſe and 
Percefiion, rand Conſcious Lifel, 
and that he would not be poſitive 
concerning the final diſpoſition of 
Inferior Souls, ſince we all know 
fo little even of our om Immorts 
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this lift. 


Grotius ſays, that it was 
an opinion of the Rabbint, that 1 
mute animals ſhall hereafter obtain 
2 better ſtate and .condition at the 
Reſurrett;on of Mankind. But how- 
ever it may be with fuch contin- 
„thus much we know, 5 or 


ameng af of divers kinds; 
that there are — 3 as chers 


are among 8 and Bad, 


even of Beaſts, that 


better or worte, kind, T 


and that facie of „ 0 excel 
others in 
ſitions. But it is not in the limits 
of our finite and imperfect know- 


good qualities and are 


ledge, to determine too ſtrictly con- 


àa curious, and no defpicable thought 
of a Heathen Philoto her, but de- 
ſerves little eſteem or conſideration 


cerning things that are out of ou, 
reach and ſcantling. For as the tba. 
gorean Tranſmigration of Souls was 


58 _. The CErtainiy of 
a Dome Revelation, and thereby a 
very great advantage in our Know- 
ledge of divers things, which we 

could never otherwiſe have attained 
by meer reaſon; ſo perhaps it may 
not be amiſs if we do remain a 
little Modeſt in our definitive con- 
cluſions concerning the nature and 
capacity even of Inferior Beings, as 
ve ought to be in our ſuppoſitions 
of the Superior. But he that calls 
the Beaſts his Fellow- Creatures, con- 
deſcends much too far, and does 
not conſider the great Dignity of 
Humane Nature, or that Man was 
. made in the image of God, and thar 
he is but litle Te then the An. 
%%% ˙˙m ĩ⅛ ̈v 1160794 
When our Souls ſhall become ſe- 
parated from thoſe Clouds of Mat- 
ter, which now darken their per- 
ceptions ; when the intellectual op- 
ticks ſhall exert their full vigour, 
and have no: more miſts to obſcure 
their viſion; We ſhall then be af- 
fected with unknown pleaſures, in 
” 1 5 =" COn- 
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contemplating more perfectly then 
we now can do the moſt Wonders. 
ful Works of God; we ſhall then 
I doubt not have as laſting extaſies. 
of Admiration, in beholding clearly 
the excellence and perfection of all. 
things that are Made, whether ani- 
mate or inanimate. Whatever we 
ſee of them now 1s, Cod knows, ve- 
ry Imperfect, however ſome may 
pleaſe themſelves, and even boaſt or 
grow proud. of their great know - 
edge. Indeed Good and Humble 
men ſee enough of the Beauty of 
the Univerſe, in every part of it; 
whereas prophane Wits and Scoffers 
deſpiſe every thing beſides them- 
ſelves and their own Underſtand- 
ing; they are curious in obſervin 5 . 
imaginary defects in the Works of 
Nature, but moſt ſtupidly igno- 
rant and dull in diſcovering their 
True Excellenciees 
There is one thing among many 
in Meteorology that deſerves a par- 
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ticular reflection. For notwith- 
ſanding what is faid by Naturalifts, 

or by thofe that are skilfd in Op 
_ ticks, for the explication of the 
Rainbow, and its various and admi- 
rable Colours, it is not very eaſy 
to comprehend, how ſuch a circu- 
lar appearance ſhould in the clouds 
be frequently formed by meer Na- 
ture, and be ſo exact and perfect in 
its dimenfions, reaching from one 
fide of the Horizon to the other, 
with that variety of moſt excellent 
Colours, diſpoſed in one conſtant 
order, and with the utmoſt regnlari- 
ty. If it were altogether a common 
effect in Nature, or fortuitous, or 
no ways Extraordinary, why do 
not the reflecting and refracted 
rays of the Sun ſhew us more fre- 

_ quently ſuch Colours ſo curiouſſy 

iſpoſed in ſome other Form, be- 
{ide that of a Bow? The beſt expli- 
cation of it that I can meet with, 

is that which Moſes gives us of it, 
that the Rainbow is one of the ne | 

5 ns an 
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and more remarkable Works of God . | 
himſelf; that God ſet hir Bow in 0 
the clouds, and it ball be for a to 
| hen of a Covenant between him and 
the Earth, that the waters ſball no 
Fr become a flood fo deftroy al 
e 

Before vo lee theſs-Hovrion "0 
thoſe ip that have been made on 


ious and viſible regions, 
ht, pre locker un 


TheP enomena of this T ueous 
Globe, we ought not altogether to 
forget God's Wonders in the Deep 


The Ocean is thought tobe extend- 
ed over more then one half of the 
Terreſtrial Globe. Nliny affirms that 
there are in the Sea — only Ani- 
mals reſembling all of every kind 
which are upon the Earth, and ma- 
rine Plants as numerous 'of every 
kind ast he terreſtrial,bur that there 
| are alo in the Sea many kinds of 

. _ 4 b there are on 

the Earth. To paſs by many mow 
min not now bh be inſiſted 2 
| will . 
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great Rivers, ſuch as are 15 or 20 


will only take notice of the prodi- 
gious magnitude of the Whale, to 

whole exceſſive bulk even our Gi. 
gantick ſtories bear but a {mall com- 
pariſon. Some of their leſſer kind 
will now and then ſtray into our 


yards in length. Whether it be to 
frighten us with ſome ill Omen, ot 
to drink their fill of freſh water, 


I will not determine. Pliny ſays, 


there are ſome of them four acres 
long, or nine hundred and ſixty foot: | 


However that be, tis certain, they 


do abundantly exceed the bulk of 
all other animals, whether in Sea, 


or on Land. They are the uncon- 


troulable Tyrants of the Sea, as 


they are a dreadful terror even to 
Mankind. They are ſo conſidera- 
ble in nature, that Moſes in his 
ſhort, but very comprehenſive, and 


very Majeſtical deſcription of the 
the Creation, makes mention of 


Great Whales, when he is ſilent in 


the naming of any other living crea- 
VI“ tures, 


F Le” 
o 
* : 
; > : 
A, - 
5 - > A 


gs * ? A 


”, wn Oh „„ oo Or Oe ͤ—— el 76 


ATE. 


thing out of Nothing, and can an- 


nihilate- when and what it pleaſes, 


into Nothing again! that Power, 1 


ſay, which can if it, pleaſes, from 
Stones raiſe up Children unto Abra. 
B © ff PE: Os IIS 

' Thoſe that have made Voyages by 
Sea, muſt acknowledge that there 
are Wonderful things to be ſeen 
there, as well as at Land. But the 
moſt amazing of all to me, is that 


conſtant and regular Ebbing and 


Flowing of the whole Ocean. If it 
be not a conſtant Miracle in Nature, 
it will certainly puzle, as it always 
has done,. the greateſt Wits to ex- 
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plain its true Cauſe, The Diurna 
motion of the Earth round its avi 
in four and twenty hours (which is 
no more caſilyconceiv d and grant 
ed by the belt Aſtronomers, rather 
then the apparent inconceivable 
motion of all thoſe vaſt Stars, 
through an almoſt Infinite Space, 

in the ſame ſhort time) 1s enough 

to aſtoniſh and ſtrike with a pro- 
found Admiration every Wiſe and 
conſidering Man. But for the 
whole Sea to rowl with ſuch a ſwift 

and ſtrong current, to and fro, eve 

ry ſix hours (reſpect being had to 

- 6 reſiſtance of the Wind ſome 
times) and notwithſtanding the im 
petuoſity of its motion, for the Seq 
to remain as it uſually does, with 
in the bounds and limits aſſigned 
by its Creator, with ſo few Inun 


dations SCCOMPERFIS THE rette 


and thole never without the i 


of violent Winds, does plainly ſhew i m 
it to depend upon a Superior Re. ly 
ſtraining Power, which placed the 


Sand 


—— — 
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and for the bound of the Sea, by 
a perpetual decree that it cannot 
aſs. it, aed though the waves 
thereof toſs themſelves, yet can they 
not prevail, tho they roar, yet can 
they not paſs over it, Jer. 5. 22. Tos 
this Power it is that we poor Mor- 
Wtals do owe and ought to own a - 
continual Dependance in all things, 
and by this Power we do certainly 
we and move, and have the preſerva 
tion of our. Bing ©; 
Whether this flux, and reflux of the 
Sea, does in great meaſure depend on 
the four aſcending and n 8 
quarters of the Earth, in its Diurnal 
Motion, I leave to the more Learned 
and Judicious, to examine or de- 
termine. But our Wits and Scep- 
ticks muſt be at the greateſt non · 
plus in this matter, who to avoid 
that unfaſhionable folly called Cre- 
dulity, muſt and will believe no 
more of any thing then they plain- 
ly ſee, and therefore muſt paſs bythis 
phenomenon of > apparent moti- 
ch eu FEE "7" al 
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mals contained in them, may per: 


on of the Heavens, or inſenſible mo 
tion of the Earth, as either way 
inexplicable to the Believers on 
in Chance and it 1s well if the 
do firmly believe, without am 
doubts, even what they ſee befor 
jm. e 
What has been ſaid thus conciſe 
ly concerning the Heavens as we 
behold them, concerning the Earth 
and the Sea, and concerning the ani. 


haps be no uſeleſs reflection to Good 

and Well - diſpoſed Perſons. For 

ſuch will eaſily ſee the Finger of 
God in all the admirable Works of 
the Creation, and will naturally fay 
with the Plalmiſt, The works of tht 
Lord are great, ſought out of al 
them that have pleaſure therein 
And O Lord, how manifold are 1 


. 


works in wiſdom haſt thou ma 
them all. Such- like Contemplation 
as theſe cauſed an excellent Poet of 
old though a Heathen to break out 
in that Noble Thought: 
T ©. _- man! 
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Jufuter eft quodcunque vides, quo- 
cunque movers. Luc. 
Whatloever we ſee, where-ever we 
go, we muſt needs perceive a Su- 
pream and over-ruling Power. 

To ſum up all in few words; 
the wonderful frame of this Viſible 
World, the Heavens and the Earth, 
emaining in that order and regu- 
rity, for ſo many thouſand years 
as they now continue, by the firſt 
Eſtabliſhment of their Great Crea- 
tor; the light of the Sun dividing 
an exact equality of Day and Night 
n the whole year's ſpace, to all the 
Inhabitants of the Earth; and the 
Sun's Heat being ſo diſtributed, as 
o cauſe that variety of Seaſons, 
ind thoſe ſucceſſive alterations of 
em for the benefit of all Man- 
ind; the unaccountable violence 
df Winds, we know not from 
rhence or from what Cauſe; the 
of onftant Circulation of great part 
out pf the Ocean through ſubterranean 

_ Waſſages, beſides the ſupplies by 
Fa <* © Show 
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many Rivers do return back into 
its e capacity; the production 


rious contexture of different and 


nutrition and accretion; the pre 
- pagation of all Animals, both th 
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cernable, but moſt wiſe Agent 


even the Fooliſh, as well as th 


Viſible and Inviſible. For the I 


Showers, until the Waters by the 


1 
and growth to naturity of all Plant 
and Fruits, from a Seed; their cu 


admirable parts fitted for their 


perfect and imperfect, from an Eg 
the curious formation of the fæfu 
in the Womb, that exquiſite prof 
duction of {ucceſſive Parts, ſuitabk 
to the nature and uſes of the diff 
rent kinds of animals, by an rndi 


the whole courſe of the World 
and every thing in it, and elped 
ally the Conſczence of every mat 


Wile; they do all teſtify and Pr 
claim „ Power, and ti 
infinite W:ſdom of the Inviſible 4 


thor and Creator of all things, bot 


viſible things of him from the Cret 


1 
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tion of the World, are clearly ſeen, 


being underſtood by the things that. 


are made, even his eternal Power 
and God-head, ſo that they (the un- 
believers) are without excuſe, 
And therefore if the conſidera- 


tion of the wonderful works of 


Nature, does but lead us to the firm 


Belief of God, the Author of Na- 
ture, it will eaſily conduct us to the 


Belief of Futurity, and an Immor- 
al State. Or he that Belicves re- 


ally in God the Father Almighty, 
maker of Heaven and Earth, the 


firſt Article of our Creed, will find 


but a little difficulty in Believing 
the two laſt Articles, the Reſurre- 
1 of the Body, and the Life Ever- 
Id ng. we; 8 WK: : 

In treating of this Great Subject, 
[ ſhall not enter into the uſual Ec- 


cleſiaſtical Controverſies with the 


Jews; nor ſhall I meddle with the 


Philoſophical Arguments that are 


Deity. He that would ſee a gocd 
ny er Os FFII 11 


, | commonly uſed for proof of the 


vangelica. And 
ceive a Learned ſatis faction, 
cerning the Very of the Chez 


an 
Religion, may fee Grotms's moſt 
excellent Diſcourſe on that Subject, 
learnedly tranſlated into our Lan 
W 
The Jews were an obſtinate and 
a fliff-necked people, and for ought 
wie can ſee are like to continue much 
longer of the ſame obſtinate temper. 
They were g out of their E- 
gyptian ſlavery by a high hand, by 
amazing Miracles, by thedeſtruc&tion 
of the Land of Egypt, and by the 
loſs of all their Fiber in every 
Family, and in one night's time, 
and tho they paſſed through the 
Red-Sea as on dry land, the fluid 
waters being heaped up like ſtones, 
and becoming a Wall to them in 
their paſſage, on their right ** 
5 1 an 
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and on therr leſt; whilſt upon Mo- 
ſers ſtretebing forth his hand over 
the Sea, by God's appointment, he 
Sea returned to its uſual ftrength 
and fluidity, and cover d all the hoſt 
of Pharaoh, inſomuch that there 
remained not ſo much as one of them 
that purſued the Hraelites into the © 
Sea; yet notwithſtanding theſe great 
Evidences of God's immediate Pro- 
tection, they had not gone a few 
days journey into the Wilderneſs, 
but they Murmured abominably a- 
gainſt their high Protector, and con- 
ee , or rebelled a- 
ut hides 8 | 
When at laſt they came into the 
Promiſed Land, and were under 
the Theocratical or Regal Govern- 
ment, they were as prone to con- 
tinual Idolatry, as if they had acted 
in a perfect Contradiction to the 
Divine Commands ſo frequently re- 
iterated. And tho they had ſuch a 
conſtant ſucceſſion of Prophets, and 
Miracles, yet there was to univer- 
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verſal a defection of the whole Na- 
tion to 1dolatry, that the Prophet 
Elijah complained unto the Lord, 
that the Children of Iſrael had 70 
forſaken his Covenant, thrown down i wi 
His Altars, and flam his Prophets Fe 
with the Sword, in the reign..of ru 
Ahab, that he even he only was left, N w 
and they ſought his hife to take it ot 
JOG T0725 POND” 
In our Saviour's time, the more MW w. 
M.iracles he wrought, the more they 70 
= were hard ned againſt his Doctrine; . 
= and when he had healed the Man z 
that was born Blind, with his ſa- 4 
a 
4 


a Aon 


= cred Touch, and at laſt exerted the 
= higheſt act of Divine Power that 
could be done upon Earth, by ra- 
ling Lazarus from the Dead, who | « 
bad been four days in the Grave, in- 
ſtead of compunction for their for- 
mer obſtinacy and unbelief, as 
5 75 have been expected, they were 
ſtill the more hardned, and became 


more 1 Malicious a Ning 
ey then e 4 * 


him, T 


= 
75 
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- Wolved to deſtroy him with the firſt 


Spies abroad to find him out, and 


e 


Feaſt. Nay Range he came to Je- 
ruſalem ſoon after, and ſuffered 


Whatever GP 
on him by the Powers of Darkneſs; 


quake, and the rocks rent: And the 
graves were opened, and many bo- 


after his reſurrection appeared un- 
Cifixzon, and the Souldiers that 
watched his ee. to prevent 
Chief Prieſts with the reality of his 
was ſo ſar from relenting at what 


they had done, or from being Con- 
verted to his Doctrine by it, that 


uld be cruelly inflicted 


to many in Jeruſalem; and tho his 
Re ſurrection ſoon followed his Cyu- 


any colluſion, had acquainted the 


opportunity, they then ſent their 
ad to ff 


were wonderful ſollicitous to know 
whether he would not come up tot he 


and though the Vail of the Temple 
was then rent in twam, from the 
top to the bottom, and the earth did 


dies of Saints which flept aroſe, and 


| Reſurrection, the whole Aſſembly 


they 


0 — | — — ns — 
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lem, and their Temple , and the 


Country by the Romans, they have 
been diſperſed like Fugitives, into 


tho they have waited in vain for 
above 1700 years for a Meſſias of 
their own fancy, ſince they would 
needs reject the True one, who came 


1 | 
remain irreconcileable Enemies to 
the Chriſtian Religion, and are now 


| they gave large money unto the Soul 


the Souldiers of their protection in 


 Covernor's ears. 


of our Saviour. Happy had they 


weft - enn 


Diſciples came by night, and. fiols 
him away, while they ſlept; and to 
confirm them in that ſtory, aſſured 


caſe the truth ſhould come to the 


-# 


Since the deſtruction of Jeru fe A 
lamentable deſolation of their 


all the parts of the World. And 


gg. s F. F FFF 


at the appointed time, when they all 
7h his comin : yet they ſtill 


as zealous for the Moſaical Ceremo- 
nies, as they were indifferent to 
them, and eafily ſeduced from them 
toany Idolatry before the coming 
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been, 
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been, if they had. been tranſported 
with the ſame. Zeal when it was 
their Duty | but now they leem to. 
be forſaken: both. of God and Men. 
They have no where the common 
priviledges with the Inhabitants s 
fered to purchaſe either Houſe or J 
Land. Nevertheleſs, they everx 
where adore the mrigbteous Man 
non, and in order to Gain, if th 
ppen to dwell where the Inqui/i- 

tion governs, they can ſhuffle and 
prevaricate asartificially, as if they 

d been taught and inſtructed in 
the Myſteries of Diſſimulation, by 
the moſt notorious Juglers in Chr: 
Hitherto 1 have conſidered ſome 
prudential Motives, for the Belief 
of our Immortality hereafter; 
ſuch motives as are taken either 
from the natural conviction of Wiſe 
and Good men, that were led un- 
to ſuch Belief, or to firm Hopes 
of another Life, by the meer 
ſtrength of Right Reaſon; or elſe 


ſome 


„renne 
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ſome motives from the reflectiom : 
which may be reaſonably made on 
this World, the conſtituent parts of M - 
it, or the Animals contained in it. ; 


I ſhall proceed to the ſtrong foun- 
dation of our Faith, the Goſpel, 
which hath brought the Certamty 
of Eternal Life, and Immortality to 
_ Light, that were before in cloſe of 
Darkneſs unto all the World. 
Nov that our Saviour wrought 
many wonderful Miracles, ſuch as 
could not be wrought by any Hu- 
mane Power; and that he Roſe 
from the Dead, and ſhall come a- 

gain hereafter fo Judge both the 
quick andthe dead; and conlequent- 

ly that Mankind ſhall be Judged by 
kim, and receive their due Puniſh- 
ment for an Impenitent Life, and 
Glorious Rewards for their Virtue 
and Piety ; we have as much rea- 
{on to Believe, as it is poſſible for 
Rational Men to deſire. And I can- 
not but think, we may more rea- 
ſonably doubt of any thing elſe that 
has been — to us from An- 
„ A 
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Grounds of the Chriſtian Religion, 


% 


and conſequently of our Immorts: 


r; For | os ſhould we believe any 
Pagan Teſtimony, in any Hiſtory 
they have derived to us, with that 
aſſurance and Certamty that we 
have for our Chriſtian Faith? The 
many Miracles which werewrought 
by Chrift and his Apoſtles, the con- 
FHimtion of thoſe Miracles, by the 

conſtant teſtimony of the times ſuc- 
ceeding them, and by the beſt men 
of thoſe times, ready and willing 
to ſuffer Martyrdom for thoſe 
| Fruths, and by the univerſal atte- 
ſtation of the Beſt and moſt Learn- 
ed Hiſtorians, and Writers, whoſe 
Works do ftill remain as ſo many 
Records, not to be diſputed ; theſe, 
I fay, are Arguments of another 
force and nature, then the Fictions 
of Poets, the Abſurdities and In- 
conſiſtencies of Ignorant times, or 
the weak or groundleſs ſurmiſes of 
Philoſophers. 5 The 
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deſpicab 


Stable, 
{there "being uo room to ſpare i in the. 
Inn) a thing hardly ever heard of 
before or ſince, of the meaneſt per- 
ſon; in order probably to ſhew 
how little the Great * of this 
World, which ſo dazle our weak 


Tis Chriſtian Te Ts : 
ach all humane diſadvantages ; and 


yet he condeſcended- to a low and 
le condition, to become a 


to Be laid. in a 


Eyes, were eſteemed in his fight, to 


whom all Power is gwen both in 
Heaven and Earth. When ay 1 


wards he began his Miniſtery, 
promulged the Goſpel of 18 King King. 


les, 888 


of the — 


* 


tho founded by a Heavenly Ferſon, 


ters Son; to 1 Born a 


dom, = choſe for his Finſt and 
Chieleſt Diſci » 


Weavers, or the like 2 — {1 
mean, illiterate men, that the pro- 
pagation of his Kingdom might re- 
ceive no advantages om Art or 


. no > aloe from Ty ö 
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ral means, or Power. The Converts to 
his Religion were not invited to it 
by Promotion, the proſpect of 
Wealth, or 3 but were told 
that they maſt all expect to ſuſſer 
Perſecution for their Faith. And 


Ferlecution and ſuffering Martyr- 


dom for it were ſo univerſally, ſo 
conſtantly, and cheerfully under- 
gone by the Primitive Chriſtians, 


that their moſt zealous Perſecutors 


at laſt grew weary of their cruel- 


ties; and when inſtead of being 
diſcouraged at the ſufferings of their 
Breth 


en, many others came volun- 
tarily before the Magiſtrates, ſay- 
g we alſo are Chriſtians, they bid 
them go and be their own Execu- 
tioners. We have ſeen of late in our 
own time, what deftruction, and 
deſolation, one only Perſecution in 
France, at the Command of one 
Powerful Prince, has been able to 


do. But in the Primitive time Gd 


ſuffer d ten Bloudy Perſecutions by 
the Roman Emperors, to ſucceed 


one 


9 


8e e Ertan : 


one another. And they were all Wh 


fo far from prevailing to extirpate 


Chriſtianity, that the Blood of thoſe. 
Martyrs was ſaid to be the / ed 
the Church, ſeed that brought 

Chriſtian fruit, we have no reaſon 
to doubt, ſome thirty, 255 ſixty; 


forth 


a” 


and ſome an hundred fo 


I cannot but here obſerve, that no- 
thing among Mankind;no Religion 
whatſoever, but only the Chrſtzan, 
could have avoided an utter extir-! 
pation, when attacked ſo powerful 
: ly, and ſo ſucceſſively, by the force 
of Ten ſuch malicious and Bloody 
Perſecutions. And ſince it was then 
ſo far from loſing ground by them 
that it rather encreaſed over the! 
World, notwithſtanding ſuch en- 

deavours of the Imperial Authors! 
ty to extirpate it, and notwith- 


ſtanding the utmoſt Malice of its 


Enemies, we have juſt reaſon to con 
clude, that it had a Dzvme Sup- 
port, and that ſuch multitudes of 
Good Men neither would nor could 


= 
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have laid down their Lives fo wil- 
lingly for the Defence and Mainte- 
nance of that Truth, unleſs they had 
been fully per waded and 2 : 
of the truth of that Religion, | 
of the many Miracles w ich lad 
before them given ee. to 4 5 
If Chriſtians in thoſe days had been 
only debarred de in 5 


—— their Nea . pur- 
chafing, and from e enjoying the -om- 
wan 125 — of other Faber = 
days thou a they won Ud 
ye had ſufficient Temptations to 
inquiſh an erroneous perſuaſion, | 
POR credulit or ſimpli- 
city... But when ſo SOA, Good 
Men were not only willing to | 
all the Taye: — 5 the ohe *. 
inviting proſpects of this Life, 
rhich they could any way propoſe 
ILNET/ to ee, OT their polte- 
1 


dre. n met with 


could add, in relation to thoſe Suf 
ferings, or Tor ments, of the Prim 
tive Chriſtians: And I do not mei- 
excellency of their Sufſermgs,whid 
and Hatred could contrive' or i 

verance in them to the end, even 
unto Death it ſelf, muſt aſtoniſſi us, fre 

and raiſe our Admiration. But it 
is rather to confirm and animate 
occaſions, to imitate the Examp ; d 
= be on. 
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of thoſe Happy perſons, i 1 


be afraid even of following _ 20 
ſteps, when the preſervation . 
Good Conſcience, wa „ 
require ſuch, diff Its 
that tho' we; do. el e conceive” 
their Suffermgs and Tortures with 
rery great horror, and may think 
them to have been intolerable to 
Humane Nature, yet we may rea- 5 
ſonably ſuppoſe them to have ben 5 
tk . the Divine Aſſiſtance, he 
more {upportable and eaſy to them: 
ce we find in our Hill wes, that 
tius Scavola ;. tho a Heathen, 
hen he miſt his intended h , 
ation of Por ſemna King of Ty 42 5 
a who eſpouſed the Intereſt 
«© TIarquint, and who had Boi 
215 much 3 Wige With 

Forces, and there was no 
e Neon of relief; when this - 
bo found, that he Bad. kilkd's  . | 
wwourite inſtead of the King, he 3 
1 with an undaunted Courage, © 
1 Heroick:, 1 TV burn 4 tha 
E S | 


happen t to 


Aung proſpeck. And farther it h. 


1 n was rhe Inflrument 7 

the miſtake, with an amazing in. 
z idity, and appeared altogether 
1 25151 ple of F Pain from the fre it 
ſelt, i Sp 2 being then divert 
from the ſenſation of Burni ng, by 
his ardent Zeal for his Gum 


cn T3 fk © jo” yg wo hk 


Good. And ſince many of our Sci ti 
. diers, in the heat of Battle, wha in 

Fs their Spirits are engagec 2 . 
| n Enemy, ve ſome ur 
no Ts + at all of the wounds th dc 
have 14 1 until their blood | ſt 
 gins to cool, "and the engagemenf 28 
is over ; we may therefore the moi up 
_ eaſily conceive, that thoſe Primitii G: 
Sufferers, in their Chriſtian uf De 
fare, Were ſu Yted with mon lo 
comfort, and à gr cater inſenfibiny the 
when their Sufferin were unde the 
gone for the Cauſe of God, the ov: 


_ Heathens could, or uldiers'a al 
be imagined to do, upon leſs it 


been obſerved, and is a t 
155 remarkable, * . a 


mitiye 5 5 750 — — oo 
rage e openly to profeſs their Faith 
ore the Civil Magiſtrate, not o one 
of them Was known atter war 
ſhew ſo much weakneſs as to ſhy 
back, and enoun | their Profen 
fore their Tormentors or Execu- 
joners. Idly aſſerted 1 it 


And as the Chriſtian Bann 
* upon. the: account re thoſe Ma trs, 
they does prove to have bee eee — 
8 no other Religion; eve had; „ 

ra foundation, a neither the 
Cates of 4 el, nor the malice of its 
Yevils, will ever be able to p- evatl : 
ſo 1 would obſerve alſo, that * 
ae ſtill reſiſt the Li ht of 
the Goſpel, and remain d 


4 . 
? * 
* — * 
- 
» . 
. 


hl over the World in a continued e 


anus 4 

111 ach- that no Argument na 

t 1 3 can diſſuade or convince 
them of their fatal Errors, who fo 


POO es, the : 


. __ formerly that 


ſucceeded Moſes, did exiſt in their 
time, and did really do thoſe won 
derful Works, and Miracles, whic 
are tranſmitted dow to us in thoſe 
Sacred Writings which record them 
_ *credible that ſuch a ſcattered, tho 
_ "perverſe a People as the Zews now. 


ſhould willingly ſuffer thoſe incor | 
'veniencies,underwhich they ſtill lie 
in every Country, unleſs they were 
firmly perſwaded from the com 
ſtant Tradition which has been al. 
ways among them, that the Law of 
Moſes, and the Books of the Pro 
Pbets, were once coercive to them 


on them, and their Children, or their 
poſterity, yet their unaccountable 


ages ſince Chriſtia ö 
ſting Monument, of the Truth 
the Law of Moſes, and a great coir 


eee e eee 
of Chriſt's: Blood migbi he 


k P & 


* 


firmation that the Prophets, which 


are, and have remained all along, 


a „ . 
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cerning the Meſſias, cal Jew 
of their many outward; and tron- 


— 2 
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d had in "their: time a certain 
foundat ion of Truth. The matter 


iſion and their otherbur- 
xenlom * — do not ſeem to con- 
tain ſuch Charms in thei! above 
be Liberty of the Goſpel," and tbe 
Grcumcifion of the Heart, that 
they ſhould tamely, nay 'wilfully 
ſubmit their necks to that heavy 
Yoke, when the Toke of Chriſt is ſo 
much' 1 eaſier, mleſs tlieir Law had 
been once. 5 fallibly Tres 155 ob- 


ä . "OE | | 
man old P. 8 hecies 00H 
at e Jews 


blefom obſervances extended to o- 
thers the Favour and Grace of God; 
which had in ſo peculiar a manner 
been hitherto confined to the Jews, - 
and laſtly extended the +Revelation 
of God's Will and Pleaſure from the 
Nation of the ſews unto all the reſt 
7 K Mankind, who had, till the com- 
e 
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13 of Natrurd; and Right R 
the natural knowledge of Goc 
Evil, and the inherent excellency of 
Vvirtue before Vice, had prompted: 

and inſti "_ chem eee Ra 5 


1 


And tho' it is not fit fo 1 
judge, how God ſhall — ok any. 
of his Creatures hereafter, any far 

is been Reveal 
| ed to us, yet I think we m: r e 
with comfort and ci rity con 4 
ing thoſe admirable. Perſons, who | 
| ga ve ſo great exampies ot the itri 9. 
eſt Vina before the Goſpel was 
puny and Ge odneſs will not © fe 
forgotten, nor be without ſuch Re 
ward, as it thall | plea Io N <a. 
flow u upon them. Il they had. had 
we have, of knowing v what. we do 


bp 


SDR TO TH 


% 


— Evil, and how much it is in 
the natural power of 
ſtrain his vitions - 
—— 


eſtamen 0 ae 


excellent 
2 in 


. 


1 
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ID: I: 
 Epaſttes of t 0 
the New. : What 


ble from them; is not to b alem 


ed of the Eſſence of our Religion 

or an Article of our Faith, — — oh 
pay e that are extra-eflential 
| 7 Uſeful and. even 


3 'of 4h 


| —— Irregulari 


Eſſential toour Religion, as the con- 


ſtituent parts, organs, and faculties 
—-” Man, are to the Elaceals 
| ; the Circumſtantials that ar 


appointed in many Countries after 


different manners, for Peace a 
Order fake, - (if I may ſo ſp 


e the 


tained in them, or rightl dedhig | = 


nd Order; and to avbid 
is contained in the Scripten 18:45 


without offence and miſconſtru - 
Ciion) do ſeem to reſemble in ſome 
abit. of a Nan, 


8 „ i , iv 8 ene n Y 
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mitted to. 


as plainly partake of humane WI 4 : 


which — bo . = _ 
and will be always fo 
ſubmitted to in the leſſer matters 
by x prudent and leſs ſcrupulous. per- 
Mo! 


according to the Eſtabliſbed 

of the Country where they 
live. And it would be Ha 77 for 

Chriſtianity, if mens zeal for, and 

animoſities againſt | thoſe Latter 

things, were leſs then it is, and 


the Zeal of them all were ſtronger 5 
for the Amendment of their own 


lives, according to the Scriptures, 
and for the more weighty and more 
Neceſſary points of Chriſtianit). 
The Bol s of the Holy Scriptures, 
are very ali different from all | 
other Books that ever were written 
in the World. They were written 
by a different, or by a Diuine Spi, 

rit, whereas all other Books (ea 


dom or weakneſs. And though i 


3 


many other good, pious, and 


uſeful Books, do contain moſt - _—_ 
ths inſtru CLI 4 


0s, ande are of * 


ceedi rear "Henefit to Chr trar 
cooling. yet none that remain from 
all Antiquity have ever been en. 
dowed with more then ſome faint 
reſemblance, or imitation of thoſe 
Sacred Writi ngs. If any at all do 
very nearly reſemble the Canonical 
Writmgs, they are ſome of thoſe 
which We go account Apocryphal, 
and eſpecially that moſ excellent 
and moſt uſeful Book of Divine and 
e e called 3 


grea eat devaſtations in their Country, 
And their Tribes being carried away 


_ Captive into foreign and di 
Countries, yet the Books of 
6 and the Pro bets were ſtill 


Providence« 75 Goa; "and fo. he 


/ 
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ny Perſecutious of the Primitive 
Chriſtians, and all manner of Art 
and Policy that was uſed by Julian 
the Apoſtate, or others, to root out 
the R or Galilean Religion, 
as ſome contemptuouſly called it, 
and notwithſtanding the barbarity 
of after-times, and the over-fprea 
ing deſolation of the Goths, Van-- 
dals, and Alams, wh6 are laid to 
| have burned all Books, and even the 
Bible among the reſt, yet this Di- 
vine Book has been preſerved by the 
_ fame Providence to our times, and 
1s, we hope, like to- continue unto 
As tothe Old Teſtament, it is not + 
to be forgotten, that the Maſſoreths, _ 
firſt choſen by Eſdras himſelf (that 
ſhed Canon of the Books of the Od 
ligent in their endeavours, for pre- 


U 


3 


— - 
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Books, that they counted all "the 
N „and . — the ſingle Let. 
ters contained in each Book, that 
there might not be made in after- 
times any the leaſt alteration in 
them, but what hes i be thereby 

the more liable to diſcovery. As 
to the New-Teftament, it is a great 
Confirmation of the. Old, by rea- 
ſon of the many quotations in it, 
cited from the Old, both by our Sa- 
viour and his Apoſtles ; pd its Canon 
has been from antient times ſo eſta- 
bliſhed, by the Authority of Conn 
Ella, and by the conſent of the Ca- 
tholick Church, and has been ſo 
carefully examined and maturely | 
— by the many Learned 
Fathers of the ſucceſſive Centuries 
in their induſtrious and voluminous 
Writings ; and the Goſpels and Epi- 
files have been ſo univerſally di- 5 
ſperſed, and eſpecially of late years, 
among Chriſtians, that neither the 
Scepticiſm of ſome, nor the miſcon- 
ſtructions of others, nor 5s: licen- 
- tious 1 
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ved by abundance of wonderfi 
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Both in the Old and NewTeftament, 
Everlaſting Life is offered to Man- 
kind by Hriſt, ſaith the 7th of out 


e 
4 


39 Articles. And if the Doctrine 
of Immortality and Future Rewards 


taught, and the ſame: trine pro- . 


Miracles; if many great Examples 
len, who died for that 


1 


if our 5 "Re 7 7. — 
the dead, and Aſcenſion into Hea- 
< io o many unde- 
es, be related th therein; 


2— 


5 4 Kol 7 howns 
ps — — muſt i it det deres conver 


ſant in that Holy Book. He that much in 1 
uſes himſelf to "the frequent reading Wit c 
of the Scriptures, not to oppugn o. Warti 
thers in needleſs Controverſies, but N con 


with a ſerious deſue of Inſtruction 
and information, and in order to 

regulate his life according to the 
_— taught in them, however 
YT 26) may fall into ſome. Gal of 
1 make a Bad: 
Chriftian, and we.have.all | the rea 
{on in che World to e A Je * TL. * | 


It is a great aim age we have 
l Excellent Eſtabliſhment 
of our ce that : 5he Seripture 
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read in our Churches, even as often 
as we meet to ſerve God in them. 
The Poor, and the Ignorant, and 


Unlearned, have thereby the Goſpel 


preacht and effectually made known 
unto them. And perhaps the Goſpel 
may ſtill, or does more deeply enter 
into the minds of lome, beiug read 
in its own ſingular ſimplicity, then 
it can do to others by any other 
artificial repreſentation; when it is 
conſidered that. it is the word of. 

God, and of Dome Inſpiration. Not 

that I would any way derogate from 
the uſefulneſs, and due excellency 

of Preachmg, but only that there 


can be no compariſon between the 


Authority of what is {aid by the beſt 
Men now, and what was written 
by the Divine Pen-men. The beſt 


Freaching in the World, or the moſt 
Inſeful, is the Preachmg of the Scri- 


tures; a florid diſcourſe, that is 
not Scriptural, may be very accept- 


able in other places, but not ſo pro- 
per in the Pulpit. So that a very — 
i —- good 
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© good Scholar may make {ometimey 
but a very indifferent Preacher. But 
we have no reaſon now-a-days to 
complain at all in that reſpect. For 
certainly Preaching never arrived 

at that unexceptionable excellency 

as it has done of late years amongus. 
Witticiſms, and chiming of words, 
and merry conceits, and 1imperti- 
nent quotations out of Authon, 

and all vain oſtentation, which have 
ſometimes been in faſhion, are now 
totally neglected, and the Scriptures 
themſelves were perhaps never mor 

_ plainly Preached, and fully illuſtn 
ted, and paraphraſed, then they arc 

at this preſent. The late Great 
Archbiſhop Tallot ſon has given ſuch 

a perfect Pattern of that kind, and 

| is now ſo well imitated by mam 
of the Clergy, tht we might exped 
. a more then ordinary effect from 
the Labourers in God's Vineyard, if 
this age be not too much degener- 
ted, as we have reaſon to fear it 1s, 
ſince no leſs a correction then an 

: univerſal 
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uniwerſal War is thought conveni- 
ent to:amend il .k 
The Holy Scriptures ure ſo well 
known in the general, that it will 

be needlels to 17 many things con- 
cerning them. But yet notwithſtand- 

ing they are ſo frequently read inPu- 
blick, and ſo fe Proteſtant Families 
are without a Bible, yet I will give 
one Inſtance of the ignorance ſome 
do, or may ſtill remain in, as to the 
Scriptures themſelves. A certain 
Gentleman well in years not long 
ſince going to COuent-CardenChurc 
one Sunday morning, and hearing 
the IIth Chapter of St. John 5 
wherein was contained the account 
of our Saviour raiſing Lazarus 
from the dead, came ſoon after to a 
Friend of mine, and told him how 
he had heard the moſt wonderful 


or that Lazarus was *. ed from 
the dead, after he had been four 
days mthe Grave; and that he could 


; _ —- 4 
Sl 


fortune that any Chriſtians ſhould 


either deprive themſelves, or be de- 


prived by Authority from reading 


the Scriptures in the vulgar tongue, 


as the Roman Catholicks are, upon 


pretence that the ignorant Laity 


againſt roc 


would hurt themſelves by it, and 
would be apt to knock their heads 
1 or knotty Heretical 

ints, but really and truly, as is to 

e feared, to conceal from vulgar 


Readers, who 2 underſtand 
common ſenſe noug 
repugnance or contradiction that 


e well enough, the 


there is between the doctrines 
taught in the Scriptures, and the 


gainful Doctrines taught in that 
Church, and obſtinately maintained 


by all temporal diſcouragements in 


lome places, and even by fire and 
| SS o- ͤ ;ù ̃ / 


anſwered Never. It is a great mif- 
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faggot in others, where Perſecut 


elſe but being more Righteous, and 
more Holy, then the Jeluitical Max- 
wou 5 ood Man 
ſuffered for being too much aySa7 


among them, for teaching men to 
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have hapned, that the good Father 
Molmos ſhould have met with ſacha 


rigorons treatment in that Church, 
and be condemned to a long or per- 


petual Impri res © for nothing 


n 


ims would allow. This Co 


* 


raiſe and abſtract their Devotio 


from Lip-ſervice, Beads, and other 
'outward Bawbles 3. tO the moſt ar- 
dent Love of God, and to the high - 


eſt Contemplation of the Divine 


* 


8 b were like to 
ſuffer by that 


H 3 > 


10n 
reigns triumphant, or the Power of 
the Inquiſition does prevail. If it 
were not for the Diana of gainful 


2obteous, and 


ra lted Holineſs, for 
the uſe of which many of their la. 


mn 
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Majeſty, by internal filence, and 
ſti fling all difirating thoughts, But 
the Gainful Doctrine of Confeſſion, 


2 


„ie Came of _ 


, 8 


teſt and moſt admired Saints, had 
been before much celebrated, and 
propoſed to others for imitation. 
I ſhall leave to Divines the giv- 
ing any large account concerning 
the Scr:ptures, and ſhall only make 
a general reflection or two in rela- 
tion to them. The Old Teſtament 
. doth contain an Ecclefiaſtical Hi- 
ſtory of very near four thouſand 
years, from the beginning of the 
World to the coming of our Savt- 
our. It comprehends the greateſt 
latitude backwards, or the earlieſt 
account of things of any credible 
Hiſtory extant in all the World. It 
gives the only noble and Majeſtick 
account of God's Creation of this 
World, All-the Heathen accounts 
of it are either very imperfect or 
very ridiculous. And the beſt rela- 
tions they do give, do ſeem to be 
{ome tranſient Hear-lays, or Tradi- 
tionary remains of Moſes's Hiſtory 
of it; or collected by Philoſophers 
in their Travels through Zudea, tt 
Er re on we 0 
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or from Egy t, whence it was efpe- 
0 C firſt Philoſophers in 
Greece did ule to fetch that Learn- 


ing and Knowledge at firſt, which 


afterwards made {o much noiſe in 


the World; and from which Greece 


the Romans firſt received it, and 
cultivated and improved it by divers 


| of their own Learned Men, but e- 


ſpecially by Cicero, the greateſt Or- 
nament of Learning and Philolo- 
phy, that ever lived in that or any 

other Country. Of all the Heathen 


accounts of the Creation whence- 
ſoever derived, nohe ever gave ſo 
full and comprehenſive, ſo noble 
and excellent a deſcription of the 
Creation, as Ovid does, in the be- 


ginning of that admirable collecti- 


on of Poetical Fictions, his Meta- 
morphoſis : Ante mare & terras, &c. 
The Old Teſtament does not only 
Z give ſome account of thin gs before 


the Flood, and eſpecially the lon- 
gævity of the Patriarchs (which no 
does fo particularly of 
x TF 
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kind, except Noah , and his Fami- 
ly. It continues to give fo full and 


3 
n 


any credibiliry)but deſcribes at large 
the Univerſal Deluge, which {wept 
away the whole race of Man- 


large an account, from Abraham to 
Joſepb, the Husband of the Bleſſed 
Mary, of the forty two Generati. 


ons between Abraham and our Sa- 


viour ; of ſo many wonderful Mi- 


racles performed through the Pow- 
er of God during that time, by 
Moſes and the Prophets; and the 
deſign of them all to fortify the in- 


ſtructions and exhortations given, 
towards the reformation of mens 
manners, and to enforce their ob- 
ſervance of the Law of Moſes. And 


the Arguments therein delivered, 
did ſeem to be ſo powerful and con- 
dluſtive, to make men amend their 


lives, and to cauſe them to bring 


forth the fruits of Repentance ; they 


appeared, I lay , 1o concluſive to our 
Saviour himſelf, that when Dzves 


in the Parable would have deſired 


Abraham 
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Abrabam that one from the dead 
might be ſent mo bis riotous bre- 
thren, to acquaint then what a place 
of torment he was in, in order to 
their repentance, and to prevent 


their 2 into it; Abraham ſays 
they. bave Moſes and the Prophets, 


after, of they hear not Moſes and 
the Prophets, neither will they be 
per ſwaded tho' one roſe from the 
dead. As if it were perfectly 1m- 
poſſible for any Arguments whatlo- 
ever, or for any other Evidence, e- 
ren the terror of an Apparition, to 
have any effect upon them, if 
the former Miracles that were 
done by Moſes and the Prophets 
would not work their conviction. 
And tis certain tho many among 
us do think {till if they could ſee 
with their own Eyes an Apparition, 
then forſooth they would believe 
another World; that they would 
find themſelves mightily miſtaken. 
For as ſoon as they had returned 
13 . unto 


let them hear them; "er nd 
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| find upon the conſideration, that 


unto their unbelieving company, 
and continued a while that 20 con 

ve y ſation which corrupts all Faith, 
as well as good manners, the belief 
of another Life would be as ridicu- 
lous, or uncertain to them as it was 
before. And for this conſideration 
it might be ſaid, what our Saviour 


thoſe places where moſt of his migb. 
ty works had been done, received no 
benefit from them, and they had no 
effect upon them: He ſays, I thank 
thee O Father, Lord of Heaven and 
Earth, becauſe thou haſt hid theſe 
things from the wiſe and prudent, 
and haft . Tor feen 7 
Even fo Father, for Jo it ſeemed good 
in 7% t, Matt. TT. 25, 26. And 
it would not be amiſs, if thoſe 
Gentlemen, who think one viſible 
Miracle, and eſpecially an Apparr 
tion, would do ſuch wonders on 
their minds, would conſider how 
little durable effeft thole many Mr 
racles did produce formerly, that 
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— — would reflect how the Fhari- 
ſees and Doctors of the Law, the 


yt, and in the Wilderneſs; if 


* 


moſt kn owing among the Jews, 
eſiſted the ev idence of our Savio urs 
many Miracles, when all that were 


eak 


Word's ſpeaking, For Miracles muſt 
have their good effect upon the wall 
of thoſe that ſee them, or elſe they 
will have none at all upon the Un- 


derflanding. And if I much mi- 


ſake not, more men are apt to be 
guided in their choice of Parties, 
and too often even in Religious 
matters, by ſuch Arguments as make 
a ſtrong impreſſion on the Will and 
the Aﬀectons; I mean Intereſt or 
Pleature; then there are who follow 
the leſs charming, and leſs powerful, 
but more Chriſtian Arguments of 
the Underſtanding, Truth, and 
Right Reaſon; is 
Again, if no other Miracles had 
ever been done, but only thole by 
= — Moſes 


At 


. 
were done by Moſes himſelf in E 


** 


— EEERgent 
7 


e d , of 


Moſes himſelf, there would haye 
been a ſufficient evidence of God's 
Power to convince a Good Man of 
the obligation of Moſes's Doctrine; 
but when they were ſtill continued 
from Age to Age, from Prophet to 
Prophet, one would think there had 
been enough and enough convitt: 
on even for Bad Men. And yet In- 
fidelity, Immorality, or Idolatry it 
ſelf, prevailed with many of them, 
among whom theſe Miracles were 
wrought, as if there had never been 
any at all, or as if they had quite 
—́ l = 
Indeed it pleaſed Cod to reveal 
tis will concerning the Immortal. 
ty of men's Souls, Everlaſting Life, 
and Future Rewards and Puniſb 
mens, but after ſome obſcure, . 
pical, and dark manner, under the 
energy and obligation of the Law. 
Inſomuch that tho the dare, ees 
did hold and believea Reſurrection 
from the dead, yet there was a Sect 
of Sadduces among the Jews, who 
1} CORY denied 
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denied the Reſurrection, and belie- 


7 


— 


jed neither the exiſtence of An- 
gels or Spirits. Whence we may 
conclude, that there was indeed a 
ſufficient evidence of thoſe things 
to convince Men, ſeeing the Phar:- 
ſees themſelves, whoſe Rghteouſ- 
rſs was ſo imperfect and deficient; 
ſeeing the Phariſees, I ſay, thoſe no- 
torious Hypocrites, whole works 
were ſo contrary to their Faith, had 
ſuch a perſuaſion of the Reſurre- 
| Beſides, the Tranſlation of Good 
Enoch, who walked with God inthe 
midſt of a wicked world; the Tran- 
lation alſo of E 7 the Prophet, 
who was carried up by a whirl 
wind into Heaven, in the ſight of 
Eliſpa, who had a double portion f 
God's Spirit upon him, were exceed-. 
ing great Arguments to convince 
men, that there was an Immortality 
to be expected by Good Men. The 
ſtrong Faith of Abraham the Fa. 
ther of the Faithful, the Faith of 
1 i 
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proceed from their love of this 


World, or expectation of any laſting 


5 lively Hope and expecta 


Happineſs in it, but from their 
tion of Hap- 
pineſs in another World. And there 
is no need of giving many inſign- 
ces, that the Jews themſelves had 


good reaſon to expect Everlaſting 
 Happmeſs, though the — 


Bleſlings they had did c 
ſpect this Life. : 
And firſt Damel the 


iefly re. 
Prophet, 


who had ſuch a ſignal evidence of 
God's Protection from the ravenons 
Lyons, when he ſafely lodged all 


might among them, in their very 


Den; Daniel, J ſay, Chap. 12. v. 2, 
3. tells us, that many of them that 


fleep in the duſt ſball awake, - ſome 
to everlaſting life, and ſome to ſhame 


that be wiſe ſhall ſhine as the braght- 


and 17 contempt. And they 
nue ſo of the firmament, and they that 


turn many to righteouſneſs, as th? 
ſtars, for ever and ever. The 
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+ Noah, of Job, of David, and other 
Good and Great Men, could not 
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that the Jews had good reaſon to 
believe the Reſurrection, is taken 
from what God ſaid unto Moſes, 
when he was pleaſed to appear unto 
him in the burning buſh, Exod. 3.6. 
Moreover God ſaid, I am the God 

of thy Father, the God of Abraham, 
ihe God of Iſaac, and the God of 
Jacob. The which place our Savz- 
our quotes for the farther convicti- 

on of the Sadduces, who denied 


there was any” Refine, ah 
| who thought to ha 
with that fooliſh queſtion, whoſe 


ve puzled him 


Wife the woman ſhould be at the Re- 


ſurrection, who had ſeven Husbands. 


For after he had told them, that 
they which ſhall be accounted wor- 
thy to obtain that, or the other 


world, and the reſurrection from 


the dead, neither marry nor are gi- 
ven in marriage. Neither. can they 
die any more; for they are equal 


unto t 3 and are the children 


of God, being the children of the 
| LS \ 5 Re ſur- 


112 De Certamty of „ 
Reſurrection. He goes on Luke 20. 
37. Now that the dead are raiſed, 
even Moſes fhewed at the buſh, when 
he calleth the Lord, in the place 
aforeſaid, the God of Abraham, and 
the God of Iſaac, and the God of 

Jacob. For he is not a God of the 
dead, but of the Irving. They are 
{aid to be fallen aſleep, and to ſlee 
with their Fathers, to diſt! nl 
them from creatures that are total- 
ly dead, ſleep being, tho it ſome- 
what reſembles death for the time, a 
temporary ceſſation of the animal 
functions, eſpecially the external 
belonging to a living, not a dead 
creature. The Bodies of thoſe Great 
and Good Men, whom God honours. 
with the appellation of being their 
God, were then in the time of 
Moſes, and our Sauiour actually 
dead and buried; ſo that they could 
not in any ſenſe be ſaid to be Living, 
but in reſpect to their better part, 
their Souls, which were even then 


Living in Heaven, and in a ſtate of 
Bappineſs.. © Thet6: 
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pb eitely declare it, as 
Fa kord of be woman's breaking the. | 
nt's bead; and. the like, may 
ce for the ſatisfaction, or i- 
ther the confirmation of. good. and | 
well-c iſpoſed men, that the 10- 
ctrine of the Reſ. urrection was not: 
1 nen to have 22 a rag 
revelation, L; of "the. * — ellen e "2 
never thought of by the 
| chens, and n never > n 
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orance the — al 
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For fear of him the keepers, on the 


His countenance was like lightning, 
and his raiment white as ſnow. And 


watch, did ſhake,and became as dead 
men. But notwithſtanding this Vi 
ſion, when they had ſhewed thele 
things unto the Chzef Prieſts, they 
were bribed by them to tell a Lye, 
and ſay, that his Diſciples came by 
night aud flole him away while they 
ſlept. The Angel bad the women, w 
. came early tothe Sepulchre, go and 
tell his Di ſciples that be 1s riſen 


5 7 rom the dead. As th were 801mg, 


Jeſus 3 met them, and bud 
| them tell his brethren that they go 
into Galilee: He then appeared un. 
to Simon, afterwards two ſeveril 
times whilſt the doors were ſhut, 
he appeared unto the eleven Apo- 
ſtles; as allo before unto the two 
| ee. going to Emaus. Nay he 
was ſeen upon Mount Tabor in Ga 


Glee by above five hundred brethren} c. 
at once (1 Cor. 15. 6.) f whom &. 
Paul ſaith, the greater part remant 
e ; 
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ed umto that preſent time, but ſome 
were fallen afſeep. And laſt of all; + 
he was ſeen by St. Paul himſelf. 
And he was not only ſeen by his 
Apoſtles after his Reſurrection, but 
he did eat with them; his wound- 
ed Hands and Feet were touched by 
Doubting Thomas, and he was ſeen 
of them no leſs than forty days af- 
ter his Reſurrection, and at lat in 
the ſight of his Apoſtles Aſcended 
up into Heaven, until a cloud recei- 
ved Bim out of their fight. 
If we conſider the Perſon who 
thus roſe from the dead, he was no 
leſs then the Eternal Son of Cod, 
by whom God made the World, and 
who vouchſafed to come down from 
Heaven, in order to become Man, 
and to give Mankind the greateſt 
example that ever was, of Humili- 
ty, Meekneſs, and Patience, Lord, 
what is man that thou art thus mind- 
ful of Bim? and the ſon of man that 
thou doeft thus viſit him © He gave 
teſtimony to his Divine Au * 3 
e 


Fd 


by a — conelſo:of ve 0 contimmed Mi 
racles, that men might believe in 
him, for his Works take. The bly 1 

received their Hebt, and the lum 
_ walked, the lepers were clean ed. 
the deaf were made to hear, andthe 

dead were rai ed up to life, X and * 
with a word's ſpeaking. Ir wil 
not be neceſſar b enter on the p 
ticulars, tho the curing du 77 
was horn blind, hen at man 
ſtate, and the rarfing 
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others, from the a cad, after 4. A te 
been. four days FT the gr ave, 3 e o 
| ſuch things 48 can never be + 0⁰ th 
much remember d. nth 

Neither did our Savibur abs 47 * 


ſuch Miracles, but he gave power 
to his Apoſtles to'do the like Mird-. 
cles, when he was gone. As if ho- 
thing ſhould ſeem to be wanting 0 
the rooting Infidelity out of all good 
Soil, and for the firſt "penis. of 
Chriſtianity lentifnlly the 

World. As if there ſhould be no 
excuſe, or reaſonable defence 1 t 
or 


| a ur un Stars. - _In9 


—_ 
— — „ . CEE 
Fes - — 


ruth were ready 


eſſes for tlie 


Aue HEE 60 el by choſe 


4 a "3h a» * 1 4 * 
; ; — oe % J _ 
0 . ; ; ; 
” ; : 4 1 
Ve P 5 3 bas D [2 L 
3 * 1 9 - * 
wa WE : hh "ag * Ht 90 a 54 * MI LY R £ 4 
: "4-00 * 
* 5 v$ 
| oo 2 


ſons a together Avftirnte of the ad- 
ges of Education, or Art; ſuch 
3s were 


harmleſs; - innocent men, ſent. 45 


eached his Doctrine 
rei” at. laſt ſealed 
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the many ſignal Mir 
by then 
would. eaſily become Believers, in 


for Is Unbeticvas ers, when fo many ric 
un them; and when it 05 
extraordinary Gifts of Tongues, and 
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Gifts of Healing; and this by Per 


Shes, 1 1 Wolves; An WIio af. 
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ug Examples 
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int thai Chriſtian Warfare. 1 1 
And therefore to thoſe Who will ; 
not ſill Believe, u 5 the teſtim/ . 
or of cee and) bis ee ah 
racks wrought = 
but Who p retend that they 


caſe . could ſee with their on 
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without deſigns: and policy, 
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Her Tome of thoſe wo 


works that were then done, I would 


which was before-mentioned to. he 
made by Abraham unto Dives, in 
reſpect of his licentious Brethren ; 
it is, hat moſt certainly thoſe who 
will not nom believe upon the Authy 
rity of Chriſt and bis Apoſtles, what 
ever they may fancy to the contra- 
Ty, would not be perſwaded by any 
preſent Miracles whatſoever. 
Navy, farther, whatever the 0. 
vers of this world may think, it is 
not ſo eaſily in their own power, 
as they imagine, to Believe what 
they have a mind to, or to Believe as 
their duty requires, unleſs they do 
their duty too. For they may as 
well expect that ſeed ſown on the 
way-ſide, or upon a rock, or amon 
Thorns, would come to good, a 
bring forth many. fold, as well as 
that which is ſown in good ground; 
as that men who ſet their affection 
on things beneath, ſhould likewile ſet 


their 


for the belief of which, ſo many 
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Tor afettion os things ahve, as 
the ſame time. It is impoſſible to 


ſerve God and Mammon; it is im- 


to Believe as a Good Chriſtian, and 
to be at the ſame time a Bad Man, 
however ſome may pleaſe to flatter 
themſelves. For a Tree is certain- 
ly known by his fruit. 
If now we have good reaſon to 
believe the verity of the Scriptures, 


good Men ſuffered death in the firſt 
15 of Chriſtianity, and for the 
doctrine many 


ke of of whoſe doctrine 
pious and good men have in this 
very age (to their praiſe and glory 
be it ſpoken) ſuffered whatever the _ 
malice of their Perſecutors could 

inflict upon them, we have no more 
reaſon to doubt of our Immortality 
and Reſurrethon from the dead, 
then we have to doubt of the exi- 
ſtence of Jeſus Chrift, or of St. Pe- 
191 and St. Faul, once upon earth. 


the truth of why vi other: Book 
that ever was writ, 2s We e hve a 


tlie truth of the Holy Ser es; 
and yet we ealily aſſent to the be 
lief, hüt thoſe other Books Wer 
Written in fernier tinte by ſack 
Authors! whofe Names are prefixed 
to them. We do erfily believe that 
the Hiſtory of Liuy, 005 Lives e 
Nururch, che Hiſtory: of Polibits, Kc. 
were ſiticerely written by their 1 
ſpective Authors. But for thoſk 
Divine Writings,” kom which u 
are to receive direction for the well 
governing our Lives, and uf 
Which government of Our ſelves, 
our Fnure and Bernal Happineſs 
or Mſery, do entirely depend, we: 
have too generally very little rægarũ; 
we afe as indifferent, as if 97 ; 
might; or miglit not, be true; we 
hear them read ſometitties for Forthi's 


5 _ fake, and quickly forget tl em; and 


it is wall, ſome think, if they be 
not alſo turn d into Rigicule 3 z 
Whereas when wy: afe 6 | 
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rad with an humble mind, — 
ſtrict attention, and with a Gncere 
deſire to be informed and inſtruct- 
ed in our duty, there is no one o- 
11 1 or ever was, among 
d, however many are of er- 
i that ever did, or can 
ende 71 8 to make men G od, 
ind Juſt, and Honeſt, in as great 
NC perfection as Humanity is capable 
1. Hof; to fix our Fuith upon a rock 1 
ole that can never be moved; to mae 


we men throughly contented v with fach 

. : condition of life, and with fuch = 
of 3 whether. aka  - 
seat, as God in his good. Provi- 
fs, dence has aſſigned to each of us, as 
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this Spiritua Treaſure the Bule 0 
Some think that they much 3 in- 
validate the teſtimony of this Book, 
if they canpickand cull out ſome ex- 
preſſions in it, which may not now- 
138 be very eaſily reconciled, or 
may partake a little of an unrefined 
1 of” * or may not be 
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ſuitable to the niceneſs of polite 
readers, or may be difficult to be 
well underſtood; or perhaps the 
hiſtorical relation in ſome place 
may adminiſter matter to Scofterg, 
But ſuch things as theſe will haye 
the leſs weight with Serious perſons 
if it be conſidered, that no Book 
whatſoever, written at ſo great di 
ſtance of time, has been tranſmitted 
to us without ſome remarkable ob 
ſcurities; that even all our other 
Beſt or Claſſick Authors, do aboui 
in defects of that kind, and have 
exerciſed the skill of the greateſt 
_ Criticks, by various lections or ex- 
poſitions; and it is rather to be 
wondred that they do ſtill remain 
o perfect as they are, then that 
they may have ſome difficulties or 
poſſible failures of little moment 
through time, conſidering the in. 
advertencies, or unattentive carelet- 
neſs. of the hackney tranſcribers or 
Copies before Printing was known. 
Again, it may be conſider d, TI 
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World does ordinarily make uſe of 


Second Cauſes ; and that the Good 


Giſts, nayſeven their Gift of Tongues, 
were not inſpired with the acquired 
ornaments of Humane Learning, 
but with the knowledge and utte- 
rance of Divine Truths, and that 
in ſome meaſure according to their 
natural capacities. And it is not 

to be expected or imagined, thatall 

the cautions and ornaments of po- 
lite writing, all the humane advan- 
tages of Art and Education, ſhould 
need to concur unto the embelliſh- | 

ments, or enforcing of the Divine 
Wiſdom. As Temporal Greatneſs - 
and R:ches were not thought necel- 
fary to eſtabliſh the Authority of a 
Prophet or Apoſtle, ſo neither were 
the figures of Rhetorick; the accu- 
rateneſs of Criticks, nor the Elo- 
quence of Orators, nor the imper- 
fa wiſdom of Philoſophers, nor 
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5 uſed by the Divine Waters. 1 ol 
things, howſoever of much 5 — 
among men, are below the Dig 
and Majeſty. of the Divine Spin, 
which plainly, and without ar 
co, teaches, and leads into all Truth, 
But if among thoſe : lain momen- 
tous Truths, ſome things may he 
found out chat may ſerve for th 
diverſion of Scoffers, there are like 
viſe contained many other things, 
which will ſufficiently aſtoniſh thek 
Sons of Mirth, when of: 14 Conſei- 
ence is awakned, and will: ſome 
times like Thunder make the ſtout 
eſt, or profaneſt of wars all 4 may 
£ od, Ss tie Tres Wie. 5 
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may 1 ro leflen. in fome-1 
due deference to tern e, the 
1 may be little thought of by:thok 
who commonly uſe it. It is that 
divers very worthy eg do oſten 
lar Us: heyy: of tho 5 uthor.. of: the 
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nion, it f uiſt be at * bers nds 
ſeretion to fares 1n-publick, that 
Aut 10 of it 18 uncertain, 0 
— poſſibly be St. Euke; leſt that 
doubt may una wares. have an ill 
conſequence among the vulgar, and 
teach them or ſome others to carr: 
For al 


ſtudied that jolt; or 2 In 4s = 
ſon not to beeafily:impoledion; 
it will be much more pri dent 
to forbear expoſ expoſing that di oubt o 
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Authority of the Church in Riling 
him ſo, may reaſonably be conclu- 


ded from Chap. 10. v. 34- wherein 


he tells the Hebrews they Bad com- 


paſſon of bim in his bonds; and 


8 ap. 13. v. 23. Wherein he ſa 8 B18 
brother Timothy is ſet at liberty. 
The ſame expreſſion that he uſes of 


Timothy in divers other of his Epi- 


ſtles, 48 Coll, J. I. 2 Cor. I. . 1 TBeſ. | 
proceed, thoſe who {light 


But to 


it, are not capable of judging what 


riptures, but thoſe ho do accu · 
ſtom themſelves to the reading in 


nd more ſolid Comfort and bene 


fit from it, then they can do from 


it can be had, be altogether neglecł 
ſerve, that is very worthy the ſeri 
_ ous conſideration, even of our Di 


any other Good Book, if this, where 


0 


dies 
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and the Reſurrection of the Body is 
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Preach the Scriptures, An Emi- 
nent and worthy Gentleman now 
living has aſſured me, that being 
formerly in company with our late 
moſt Reverend Dr. Tillotſon, toge- 
ther with divers others, one in the 
company hapned to ask that Great 
Man, how or by what means he 
came to attain that Excellency be- 
fore others in Preachmg': the good 
Doctor immediately anſwer d with 


his natural candor and modeſty; 


that if be had any of that Excellen- 
cy, he muſt needs own all of it to be 
entirely owing unto his early ſtudy 
of the Scriptures. $43 „ „ 
- Now granting the Scriptures of 

the New: Teſtament to be Authorita- 
tive, there can be no poſhble doubt 
of our Immortality, and Reſurre- 
con from the dead. They are ſo 
often declared by our Savzour 

himſelf in the Goſpel, and by the 
Apoſtles in their ſeveral Epiſtles; 
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ſo particularly argued, defended, 
and proved by St. Paul, in the 1yth 
Chapter of the iſt Epiſtle to the 
Cormthians, part of which is ſo con- 
ſtantly read in our Office for the 
Dead, that it muſt be geedleſs to 
mention or repeat things ſo uni- 
verſally known. And therefore it 

is that far the greateſt part even of 
our Libertines, who would fain ſtifle 
all ſenſe of thoſe arguments which 
perſwade men to believe another 
life after this, do often feel great 
remorſe of Conſcience, and {elf 
conviction, notwithſtanding their 
endeavours to the contrary ; and 
when they come to die, they are 
diſtracted and affrighted with dif- 
mal terrors, which common Mar- 
coticks can ſeldom enough ſtupify. 
And hence it is, that thoſe Liber- 
tines, who will needs live all their 
lives in their Sins, and confſequent- 
ly muſt neceſſarily die in them too, 
are fain to ſpend or waſte away 
their time from one amuſement to 
. — another, 
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another, in order to baniſh all Se- 


rious Thoughts; and they cannot 
go to Bed, until Nature is quite 


— 


tired with this or that dive ion, 


or the mind clouded, if not ſtupi- 


fed, with the fumes of Mine or o- 


ther liquors. 


What has been ſaid, may ran 
be ſufficient to latisfy a reaſonable 
unbiaſſed man, that - has an Im- 


. Soul joined to a. Mortal Bo- 


Moſes acquaints us that God 
Grp man in the Image of God, and 


repeats it twice in the lame Verle, 


Cen. I. that the aſſertion might have 
the greater force, and to remove all 


doubts concerning it, or that men 


might be doubly. aſſured of the Di g- 


nity. of Humane Nature, which is 


far above that of all other Animals, 
and little inferior even to the An- 
gelical. And this Divine Original 


f the Souls of Men did not altoge- 
ther eſcape either the cognizance or- 


the penetration even of Heathen 


Philoſophers, and Poets, And cer- 
| Wa - tainly 
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The Certainty of 


iinly we have reaſon to think the 


more Honourably of Humane Nu. 


ture, ſince the Eternal Son of God 
condeſcended to aſſume it, and to 


be born, in that reſpect, like unto 


„„ 
In the proof of any thing we 
- ought to be contented with the beſt 


evidence the thing is capable of 
Things very _ from us in point 
of time, or done in former days, 


and things inui ſible, may very reaſo. 


come under the information go” 
Senſes. Twould be very vile to 
doubt of all thoſe things that are 
related in the Roman and Grecia 
Hiſtories, becauſe we cannot now 


ſee them done. And yet we believe 


7 —_ worthy to be believed have 
O 


them generally to be true, becauſe 


Ong 420 writ them 5 and tranſmit- 
ted the knowledge of them to us 


Who live ſo long after them. I 
there any other way poſſible to con 


to the 
know- 


ceive how we ſhould 
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ever pretend to. And ſuppoſing the 
ie Scriptures 


— 


2 FurTuURE STATE. 


133 


have? nay have we not the very ſame 
Authority, for what we are taught 
in the Sacred Writings, as we have 
for what is related in the Profane ? 
Or have e not rather much great- 
er Authority for what is recited by 


our Sacred Authors, then there 


can be for what is derived to us by 
others? The Miracles wrought by 
the Apoſtles in the ſight of all men, 


knowled ge of them then that we 


the voluntary ſubmiſſion of ſo ma- 


ny perſonsHoon after them, to all 


ſorts of cruel deaths, in confirma- 


tion of the truth of thoſe Miracles, 
and the univerſal propagation of the 


the then known World, from the 
Eaſt to the farther parts of the Welt, 
and into all the remote Regions both 
North and South, are ſuch Argu- 


Chriſtian Religion into all parts of 


ments of the truth of that Religion, 


and its ſolid foundation upon riſt 
and his Apoſtles, as nothing ele, 
whether in writing or in fact, can 
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he nc 


for us at this diſtance from the 


of them? Or again, ſuppoſ ? 
to be any way deficient in point of iſ s: 


Scriptures to be True, is it poſſible 


writing of them, to imagine or de- 
ſire any other, or greater, or better 
evidence than what we now have 
ing them 


veracity, is it poſſible to conceive, | tl 
that plain, innocent, ordinary, im- 


politick, and illiterate men, ſuch I a 
as the Apoftles, could be guilty of I a1 
contriving a Doctrine ſo contrary I of 
to our and their own ſenſual appe v 


tites, and ſo contrary to their own fi 
temporal intereſt, the Magiſtrates © m 


evry where diſcouraging the growth I rc 


of their Doctrine; and laſtly that ¶ te 


ſuch men ſhould after many diff In 


culties and long troubles, after all 
their unwearied labours, and ſtrug- 


from their Perſecutors, ſhould, I ſay, 


gles with all manner of oppoſition 


at laſt chooſe to forfeit their Lives, I c 

and die ſome ignominious or cruel t 

death, for the ſake of an Untruth? }Þ fi 

If any men can bring themſelves to f 
'P 5 i think 


- x 
, 4 4 
4 


— 


1 


think ſo inconſiſtently, they are fit 
to be, inſtead of the Diſciples of 
Chriſt, renowned followers of the 
famous Philoſopher Anaxagoras, 


(who would be the Author of a 
new Opinion tho never ſo extrava- 


gant) and who therefore taught 
that Snow was black. © 1 1 


No tho' what has been ſaid in 


2 few words,. (without thoſe nice 
and ſubtile Arguments which are 
often uſed for the illuſtrating, and 
which do often ſerve to make Men's 
future expectation of Happineſs 


more obſcure and intricate then it 
really is) may be eſteemed ſufficient 
to prove its Credibility, yet I will 


not altogether omit mentioning 


ſome few hints of Extraordmary, 
or Supernatural, or at leaſt wonder- 


ful things which have ſometimes 
hapned, or come to paſs in the 
courſe of Providence, even fince the 


time of our Saviour, and his Apo- 


files, and which have not wholly 


failed to come to paſs even in our 


— 
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their Tape and Spiritual Re. 
e 


things that I have made, that there 


days. For tho it is a common ſay- 


ing, that Miracles are ceaſed, in 


oppoſition to the Roman-Catho- 


£ 1 1 1 


licks, who are pleaſed to furniſh us 


* 


with too great a ſtore of them in 
every age, in order to celebrate 
both their former and their mo- 
dern Saints, or to gain a greater 


Veneration to ſome Kel 1 Order 


in their Church, or to ſome parti- 


cular Altar, where devout. Perſons 
may pay more plentifully both 


ſpects, for 


” * 


that Altar; yet I cannot but think, 
even by the ſmall obſervation of 


or of thoſe who conſtantly atte 


does ſometimes happen in many 
places, in every age, and even in this 


preſent, ſome certain Evidence, and 


remarkable Teſtimony of God's wan- 


derful Power and Providence per 


mapking, jor at Jl Od ainly 
Enſ;hle 1 the obſervation | 
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Conſcience andObſervation of Good 
Men in general, whether they have 
not taken notice of ſome ſpecial 
and ſignal acts of Providence, mani - 
feſt and viſible in the courſe of their 


humble, but unneceſſary acknow- 
ao. ledge- 


f : _ A 
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ledgement of benefits does offend 
an uſual Benefa&tor. 
But becauſe ſuch things as are ve- 

ry Extraordmary do not uſually 
happen in the open ſtreet, or in the 
Market-place, or before any great 
concourſe of people, ought they 
therefore reaſonably to be doubted? 
All Contracts and Obligations, are 
held to be valid, if they be per- 
formed in the preſence of two or 
three credible Witneſſes. And is it 
poſſible to diſcover the Truth of 
ſes, if the evidence of a very few 
unexceptionable Witneſſes be not 
admitted? But in caſe of an Appa- 
rition, or Miracle, or other extra- 
ordinary Event, tho attefted upon 
Oath, by ſome few Honeſt and Cre 
dible perſons, there muſt be a great- 
er liberty of judgment; many ſen- 
ſible perſons think themſelves not 
at all obliged to believe Them, un- 
leſs they could alſo ſee them with 
their own Eyes, as well as thoſe of 
n others. 


e Tor 


* toe . * . 4 ws . e v4 7 att ts EC ut —— e 3 e 7 ISA BI e ta 
4 —— + 4 3 ; *. 
- _ 
* 7 A - 
- 4 
K I * i * g . 7 
- 


others. Whoever happens to ſee 
ticular things at any time, 


ſuch n 
tho before he were as Wile or Ho- 
neſt, or as Credible as other men, 
yet then he is ſuſpected to be weak, 


and ſimple, and credulous, or elſe 


he muſt have ſome ſecret Deſign to 
impoſe upon men of Judgement. 


And becauſe in matters Criminal 
there have ſometimes hapned Atte- 


ſtations which afterwards have been 


found not to be well - grounded 3 


ſhall the Laws againſt Villanies be 
ſhall all Contracts become ſuſpect- 


ed, becauſe ſome Forgerics have. 
been proved As it is therefore in 


ſuch matters, ſo it ought to be in 
things that are Extraordinary; as 


it is a fault to be too credulous, ſo 
it is to be too incredulous. And 


however it may be thought a ſign 
of Wit and Capacity to doubt of 


* 


annulled, and have no force? Or 


every thing in this kind, that has 


1 


nizance, yet it is no great ſign of 
ö Prudence, 


A 


140 The Certamty of 


— 


Prudence, or Good Nature, or Good 
Manners, to ＋ or to main 
tain, at leaſt conſequentially, that 
all men muſt be Fools, or Liars, or 
Knaves, who ſhall ſolemnly de 


clare that they have certainly at 


any time ſeen, what themſelves 


cannot, or are not willing to be 


lieve. For all their Reaſoning will 


come at laſt to no more then this, 


becauſe thoſe things may be falſe 
or thoſe perſons may be miſtaken 


therefore thoſe things are falſe, an 


thoſe perſons are or muſt be mi. 
o Hor 7 337; "0M 
Notwithſtanding what T have 
faid, I would not be underſtood 


as if the ſtrong foundation of 


our Faith, which was long-a-g0 


laid by Chrift and his Apoſtles, 


could any way need, or require the 


_ aſſiſtance of later evidences to main 
tain, or recommend, or confirm 


their Doctrine then deliver'd to the 


World. It was then Promiſed, and 
therefore is not to be doubted, that 
„ neither 
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neither the fition of men, nor 
the malice of Devils. ſhould ever 
prevail againſt the Church of God. 
Nor 1s there any need of laying 
any ſtreſs upon the extraordi- 
nary emergencies of future times. 
Whoever they be that will think 
Scripture Evidences to be i- 
f tent. to convince : their . wit- 
nity to be reaſonably hoped for 5 and 
ſhort and uncertain courſe. of this, 


Ridicule, whatſoever has ſince that 
time hapned of _ extraordinary 

des lometimes, tho 
rarely, happen within the compais 


of preſent enquirx. 
Gero . de Natura De- 
orum. Nemo vir magnus fine aliquo 
7 Divino unquam fuit. That 
ere was never any Great Man who 


has not had ſome Dzvine- impulſe, 
or Inſpiration. And Ariſtotle ſays; 


Addams bio! fiche. That ** 
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and ſtated wherein the Happineſs 


ſervation he made of Great Men of 


of a good genius, or diſpoſition, are his 
Lovers of God. If the heathen Phi- re 
loſophy can dictate thus much, our im 
Chriſtian Philoſophy can teach us ler 
much more. It is not to be doubt || th, 
ed, but Cicero, who was a Great im 
Man himſelf, one of the Greateſt; Il tit 
for the Endowments of his mind, I ſ 
that ever the Romans, and perhaps 
all the heathen World ever had 
-one that was throughly read in all 
the Roman and Grecian Hiſtories; f 
and one that has given a ſhort and I th, 
comprehenſive account of all the an 
chiek Sects of Philoſophers before ti 
him, and compared or argued their 


# 


ſeveral opinions of Good and Evil, 


A 


or ſummum bonum of this life does 
conſiſt; it is not to be doubted, I 
ſay, but this Great Man ſpake of 
this Divine Inſpirdtion, through 
ſome ſenſible experience he might 
make or have of it, either in him 
ſelf, or others, or through the ob- 
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his time, or in the Hiſtories he had 
imagined, but that men of Excel- 
lent Virtues, even among the Hea- 
thens fo might have ſometi mes more 
imperfect, and yet not Contemp- 
tible operations of a Ge Od Spirit, 
ſeei ns ſome of thoſe Moraliſts, 
whole Veracity upon other occaſi- 
ons ought not to be ſuſpected, have 
gone o far, as to aſſert even a ſen⸗ 
S; IN ſible aſſiſtance or experience that 
ad ff they have had cf a Good Demon; 
ani} Inge dr ought not to be an Ar- 
re ticle of True Religion to become 
ar more Uncharitable, than is requi- 
ſite, to all thoſe who have not the 
Happineſs to be adopted Members 
of it; and ſince it can never be ſup- 
1 . y men of any extenſive Un- 
erſtanding and Charity, that a- 
h mong thole infinite Multitudes, 
It who never partaked of Revealed 
Knowledge, fach who did preſerve 
- | an Unſpotted Virtue in very dif-: 
f | ficult trials, and in tic midit 3 


— 
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vile contemporaries, and upon Nas 
ral Motives, and who therefore 
erve our greater Admiration, 
might not have ſometimes a very 
ſignal evidence even of Dine In- 
fluences, and of God's peculiar Care 
and Providence; and-ſtnce the be- 
neficent extent of the lame Provi- 
dence is and always has been diffu- 
unto all Mankind. Let us rather 
admire that ſo much Light has ſh in- 
ed ſo conſpicuouſly among ſome 
of them in the midſt of iDarknels, 
then be Unjuſt to the due Excellen- 
cies of any men, of whatſoever De 
and Juſtice do make ſo great and ſo 
eſſential a part of our Religion. 
Nor is it to he doubted, but Ari 
flotle, who was a very great Natu- 
raliſt, and moſt acute Philoſopher, 
a man of no mean figure in the 
World, being the Tutor even of 
Alexander "the Great, and who 
0 1 there- 


1 Tr EA 4 


] FIR oP hy r 0s r * ON * © 7 4 , 5 
4 8 r Pp » * ö * b P n 4 © & : F 7 ICS * 
3 1 3 — 
„ 1 9 


So | 1 of the 
bn, $35: „ 
Sht as far 


, 
1 
5 
£ 
2 


that | very - good 3 : qualities Woul | 


the . 


1 E * Sen F : 


” ther 5 or U 
at leaſt Wonderful Events, which 
they took notice of in the times 
they lived. And lately Monfieur 
Maimbourg, the Hiſtori NN 1 
not Wai in that ct, in 4 
Book he writ of the Hiſfory of the 
_ Cruſade, or the Expeditions of Ori 
ſtian Princes for the Conqueſt of the 
Holy Land; and which Book he 
writ with great Impartiality, and 
with great judgment, eloquence, 
and variety of t oughts, and with 
many excellent Moral and Poli 
tical reflections; this Maimbourg, 
I fay, has therein a no ſmall cob 
lection of very Extraordinary, Won: 
derful, and ſometimes Supernatw 
ral Events; and concerning which 
he frequently paſſes his judgment, 
like an Unbiaſſed perſon, . not 2 
blind and injudicious Bigot. Forſſznd 
tho that Author was more ingeni-ſſof P 
ous and candid then is uſual with Trat 
thoſe that have been early Tinctu- Lea 
red with * Maxuns of that Socie mol 
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or 7 which has filled the World with 
ich Fury and Extravagance, and has 
nes taught many Princes that notable 
Secret, how they may die very good 
(atholicks, notwithſtanding ſome 
continued Immoralities of their 
Lives, yet he cannot be excuſed 
om ſome uphappy weakneſſes of 
an Imprudent Zeal, when. h 
wards treated of the times of Lu- 
ther and Calvm, and thoſe wherein 
the Hugonots of France. were 1o 
ight concerned, during the Rezgns 
Charles the Ninth, and. Henry 
the Third. For there was no pro- 
per occaſion. for any needleſs ex- 
curſions againſt Proteſtants, or 
Many artificial miſrepreſentations of 
them, in a Hiſtory of preceding 
times, that were full of their own 
Bigotry, Folly, and Superſtition, 
and long before the Reformation 
of Religion. This Book of his was 
Tranſlated into Engliſh, by my late 


my 


Py 


vcieQmnoſt Elegantly and Naturally „ 


when. he after- 


Learned Friend Dr. Nalſton, the 
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him at home and live peaceably in 


ford much delight to thoſe who are 
affected with ſtrange occurrences 


themſelves and their Families with 


in order to Chriftianize the One © 
Holy Land, that was for ever d 


blood of the Son of God, and tit 


fed by his Diuine Prelence. _ +; 


Act of Providence, which came tc 
5 the time of Marcus Aure 


any that I have ſeen; and will af 


very well writ. The period of time, 
that the Cruſadmg, or San-terrmg 
there deſcribed did prevail, was no 
leſs then two hundred years,,before 
the Princes and People of Europe 


recovered their Wits, and became 
ſo wile as to know, that 1t 1s more 
acceptable to God for Men to lene 


their own. Country, then to ruin 


5 EXPENCES, per Us and fatigns, 
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led with ſhedding the innocen 


many Prophets who were ſent thi 
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ther before him, as well as Sani 


us Antoninus, that moſt Excelien 
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Philolopher;and Emperor, who had 
frequently that noble ſentence of 
Plato in his mouth, How = y and 
flouriſhing the World would be, if 
either F 9 were to Reign 
0 or Kings would become Phi- 
loſophers ! Not only the Hiſtorians 
of old, as Euſebius, Oroſius, Ulpian, 
as well as Tertullian, do relate the 
Fact as indubitable, but this good 
Emperor did himſelf confirm its 
truth, in a Letter he writ out of 
Germany to the Senate of Nome; 
and after this Event, he, tho a Hea- 
then Eniperor, and indeed an Ho- 
nour to all Heathens, and to En. 


oy too, took off the Penal Laws 


from the Chriſtians, appointing a 
ſevere puniſhment to their falſe Ac- | 
cuſers, and promotion and Honeurs 
to ſuch as being accuſed, did or 
ſhould vindicate their Innocence. 
When this Emperor was engaged in 

4 War with the Marcomanni, und 
his Army was unhappily hüt uf 
in its Camp; all the Faſſiges but 


* 
* 


of it being poſſeſſed by the Enemy, 
and the Cuadi, or Moravians, had 
pent him up, as in the furce Cauds 
næ of the Samnites the Romans had 
been before; and when they refu- 
{ed to give the Komans Battle, well 
knowing that they would ſoon pe- 
riſh of themſelves, through heat and 
drought and want of water; the 

| Capta in of his Guard „Or Prætorian 
Band, came unto the Emperor in 
this extremity, and told him, That 

. there was nothing which could nat 
be obtained of God by means of tbe 
Prayers of Chriſtians; that he had 
one Legion 4 Chraftians in his Army, 
and that they were to he deſtred io 
addreſs their Prayers for his ſafe 
ty, and for that of the Army. Thell 
accordingly offered up to God ther 
united Prayers, and it pleaſed Cod 
: 


immediately to ſend a moſt refreſh 
ing Showr of rain to the Nom 
Forces, and to deſtroy or diſperſe 
the Barbarians with dreadful Thur 
der and Tempeſts; inſomuch that 
9 11 
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art of their forces fled over to e 
ans. for ſhelter; others being 
diſmayed. were killed in the Field; 
nd à few of them made their 
eſcape by flight. And from that 


— 22 ; | 


time that Legion wasafterwards cal- ä 


led dl Lago Fu minatriu, a 7 n 
2. 1, q will, mite laying t 


1 — he was. 3 to have with 
Maxentius, the Son of Diocleſian, 
and che Heir of his Father's Perle- 
cuting Spirit, and enmity. to Chri- 
e Mo 
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theſe EET written upon it: v Tev- 
re rler. Through this you ſhall ober- 
come your Enemies. Zoſimus alſo 
_ writes jb. 1. cap. 3, 4. that when 
the Army of Conflantme was under 
apprehenſions at” this wonderful 
ſight, and Ceſar was full of thoughts 
thereupon, Chrift appeared u 
him in the following night, Ind 
commanded him that he ſhould 
uſe the Sign of the Croſs, which he 
had newly ſeen, in the Enſign or 
Standard of his Army. Tis cer: 
tain, that through the aſſiſtance 
of Chrift Crucified, he overcame 
Maxentius, overthrew his mi 
Forces, and firſt eſtabliſhed « Chrt 
| ſtianity in the Empire. His Wik 
dom was afterwards: particularly 
| Teen, in that, when the firſt G. 
ral Council of Nice was called by 
His Authority, and the Biſhops from 
all parts met together, and Preſent 
ed Tithe many Petitions, or Accuſa- 
tions a againſt one another, inſtead of 


Orthodox — wh — bad: re- 
ceived all their Informations, cauſed 
a fire to be made before the door of 
the Council, and all thoſe unkind 
apers to be thrown into the fire 
ore their faces, without once 
readi ng, or taking knowledge of 
them. The ſame thing whack Ju- 
ius Cæſar had before wiſely done, 
after the Battle of Phar ſalia, when 
he ſeizod upon all Pompey's Papers, 
and took the Letters which many 


Noblemen of Romewrit untoPompey . 
wherein would have been dilcover- 


ed their, er ee with him. 
Mins 4 the Sign of th e 


Gro 1th came afterward to be more 


tifed then was needful, and to 

perverted into Dangerous uſe, 
when it came to be worſhipped, „ 
tis faid to be by ſome, with Latria 
or Divine worſhip, yet it might 

pleaſe Cod to Honour the Cyoſo, on 
— ich the Saviour of the World 
had ne to ſuffer an igno- 
minious 
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minious Death, with ſuch a i Glori 
tation in the — at a time 
when the clouds of Infidel 
came to be ſo totally diſſipated, as 
they then were, Triumphant 
Settlementor publick eſtabliſhment 
of Chriſtianity 3 in the Weltern Em- 
. 

b 3. The third inſtance chat 1 hal 
mention of an Extraordinary n4- 
ture, is what St. Auſtin, a Great 
and Learned Father of the Church, 

relates in his Confeſſions concerning il ; 
_ himſelf, 1b. 8. cap. 12. This 

Man, who had lived ſometime 9 
Libertine, and was touched with 
remorſe at his formerevillife, Ve 
a very remarkable account of his 
Firſt Converſion. He tells us, that 
when he had endured great ftruggles 
between the Fleſh and the Spirit, 
and in his retirement; had ſhed 
bundance of tears, with prayers to 
God, for a perfect eonqueſt of him 
ſelf and his vitious inclinations, it 


5 pleaſed God, that he heard a Voi Tie 
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9 Boy or Girl, 
in a ſinging tone, often lay, as from. 
ſome diſtance to him, Tolle, [Hamas ” 
tolle, lege: that is to ſay, ke up 

the Book, and read. Upon this, he 
immediately returned into his - 
Chamber, where he had before left 

his Friend Alippms. He takes up 
the Bible that he had left ben the 
table, opens it, and reads immedi- 
ately theſe words, Rom. 13. 13, 14. 
Let us walk honeſtly as in the day, 


— IPA SEA 


not in rioting and drunkenneſs; all 
in chambermg and wantonneſs, not 


in. ſtrife _— envying. But put ye on 
the Lord Jeſus Chraft, and make 


not ok, ſon for the fleſh, to. fulfil 


the Iy . on thereof. The place was o 7 


wa the e 2 plain in c 45 15 


ciſion of his doubts, between the 
charming pleaſures of the World; 


and his good inclinations to Repen 
tance, 2 5 the powerful influ- 
ence of that Unknown Voice, that he 
imm. 8 dately relalved to halt 1 


lon ger 


3 Thr Grtamy em 
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lon ger between the attractions rg | 
this World and the next; he dedi- 
cated himſelf to the entire ſervi ice 


of God, and forſook from thence- 


forth the plauſible allurements. 155 


his old Companions; and like St. 
Paul formerly upon his Extraordi- 
nary Call, became a perfect and 
moſt eminent Convert. 
4. It was a thing of no ſmall a + 
ſtoniſhment,and was of a very won- 
derful nature, which hapned at the 
Martyrdom of Archbiſhop, Cran- 
mer, in Queen Mary's cruel Reign. 
It is not only related by Dr. F. Hey- 
in, in his Hiſtory of the Reforma- 
tion, but by Dr. G. Burnett, now 
Lord Biſhop of. Salisbury In his 


moſt . Hiftory 2 the Re- 


formation, a Work that will tranſ- 
mit to after. ages a full account of 


the Regularity and Excellency of 


the Engliſh Refo mation above o- 
thers, by proper Perſons, without 
Paſſion or Reſentments, or the hu- 


mage: Infirmities ate attended it 
in 


eres 


kak © 


4 Furunz Stirs. 2 
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in = Bing other places; 2 Work thit 
is founded upon the inconteſtable 
Authority of Records, and a work 
that had the advantage of being re- 
viſed before it went to the Preſs, 
by three of the moſt Eminent and 
Learned Prelates of our Church, 
Dr. Twlotſon, Dr. Stillimgſteet, and 
Dr. Lloyd, the firſt Lord Arch- 
11 biſhop I Canterbury the other two 
Mw fe ccellive Lord Biſhops of Worce- 
* 57 
"When that Excellent Perſon Cray 


2 mer was crowned with Martyrdom | 


at Oxford, for his Religion, Bit 
Heart was found to remain unburnt, 
the reſt of / hrs Body being conf! umed 
to aſhes. A thing ſo extraordinary 
. was very unlikely to be invented, 
8 c eſpecially in Rich a place of Know- 
51 ledge and Learning, and to the con- 
70 fuſion or mortification of his then 
py inſolent and trinmphingadyerſaries. 
” | But ſince he had à little before 

ſhewn the weakneſs of humane na- 


ture in time of Temptation 5s St. 
2 5 1 Peter 
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Peter himſelf, that great Apoſtle, 
had done before him; ſince he was 
{educed by the crafty infinuations 
of his enemies, to fign a Recantati · 
on that was brought him, contrary 
to the inward perſwaſion of his 
Heart; and ſince he did fo cou- 
ragiouſly burn that Hand firſt, 
_ which was the inſtrument of his 
 weaknels, it pleaſed God to con 
found and aſtoniſh his Enemies by 
that wonderful preſervation of h 
Sound and fincere Heart, in the 
_ midſt of the Flames, that conſumed 
I there be ſometimes amon 


* 
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men a Preſcience, or foreknow- 
ledge of things, in which there is 
no natural connection of Cauſes 
and Effects, and of things concern- 
ing which the greateſt humane 
Wiſdom can never of it {elf judge; 
ſuch Pre ſcience or Fore-knowledge 
muſt neceſſarily proceed from ſome 
inviſible communication, by means 
of Angels or Spirits, of a 9 
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to Abuſes, yet it does no 


the ener of a predominant es” 
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_ thete' mah ſuch a Preſci- 
e el among Mankind, 
we ably the Sacred Hiſtory of the 
Prophets does demonſtrate, 'bat- 
Gcero lays, It is the moſt ancient 
pinion I all nations, and has their 
— conſent to the belief of it. 
is _— has been much — 
ition, an Impoſition mix 
with Truths of this kind, as indeed 
all things in this world that ars 
Excellent, or Admirable, are liable 
at all de- 
rogate from the intrinſick Excellen- 
cy of Truth, that Errors have ſprung 
tp with it. For there would not be 


Counterfeits, or falſe reſemblances, 
if there were not alſo things of 1 


Real Excellency, that are worth the 


imitation. | { 36 


Though Dreams be commonly 
thoughts roving at random, and 
wandring to and fro without the 
guide of reaſon ; tho they be often 
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of Body, and fluctuate according 
to the preſent diſpoſition of the hu- 
mours; and tho ay; are frequent- 
Iy interpreted to ſignify ſtrange 
things by a feminine Superſtition, 
when really they ſignify nothing 
but the preſent, diſpoſition of the 
Body; yet certainly lometimes ther 
are that way conſiderable notices 
given to Good Men, and Dreams 
that are unaccountable, if not Di 
vine. And notices. of this kind 
have been ſo frequent in all the 
World, beſides thoſe that are mei 
tioned in the Scriptures, that ther 
are few perſons to whoſe particular 
obſervation, either in themſelvesor 
others, there have not occurred 
ſome very remarkable, and Extra- 
ordinary Inſtances. 
I ſhall mention but one partici 
lar, that occaſioned the preſervation 
of a very Good Man from immedi. 
ate death, and what is related and 
credited ſtill in his Family, be- 
cauſe he did not forbear ea, 


* 


g. S. 8822 Seen 


S S 


ZSO 


3 


7 3 


* Fx 


3 7 */ „„ 1 70. 
* 25 : > e * 22 e 4 Fe 4. agg By 


ing to 8 it among an _ * 
hu- — a moſt Learned and Fious Bi- 
ent. Joop of our Church, now Living, 
nge me he had it from the Goo 
on, Doctor's own mouth; Nee as 


it told much to the 806 h urp 
by Mr. 


Di then by Mr. Beaumont in his Trea- 

ind tiſe lately printed, of Spirits, Ap. 

the 9 Witchcraft; &c. They 

tr have both miſtaken the name of the 

e Perſon; relating f it of Dr. Hayvey, 
inſtead of Dr Hamey, and for that 
reaſon alſo 1 kave'rath r choſen to 

r mention tho is relation, to en the 

19 f 5. Dr. Baldwin Honey Was late- 

ICU a very eminent Phyſician of the, 

101 College in London, and one of the 

edr ¶ moſt- conſiderable. Benefactors 8 

and the ſaid Cc lege. He gave, beſides 

be- ¶ other Donations, thirty pounds a 
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I ſhall deliver it, and yon ou may find 
Awbrey, m his Ai ſce . + 


ous ColleStion' of Prodigious Evers, 
Printed anno 1696, as well as ſince 


year to be added unto the uſual Sa- 
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lary of the Phyſician of each Ho- 
Governors of thole Hoſpitals did 
chooſe upon a Vacancy, one of two 
Phyſicians that ſhould be recom- 
© mended to them by the College. 
And he deſired that thoſe two Phy-. 
ſicians ſo recommended by the Col. 
lege, ſhould not give themſelves the 
trouble of Viſiting the Governors 
having obſer 7 af very mean en : 1 
ſcenſions, and ſervile applications 
er were then bay 
ow aegree) by very worthy - and 
Excellent Ph Ban and by this 
Donative he hoped to prevent thoſe. 
mean condeſcentions, and unfait- 
able applications. The Doctor was 
zealous alſo for the Honour of 
his Faculty, that when he was more 
than once offered the Honour of 
Knighthood, he always declined it, 


for this reaſon, left he ſhould ſeem 
ae "Ho ot, BYHoE 
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ſenſe of his Doctoral Dignity, 

But to proceed, this worthy and 
Good Dr. Hamey, when he was a 
young man, and deſirous to Travel 


18 . | 2 1 . 8 
3 reign parts, came to Douer with di- 
vers other Gentlemen, with whom 


28 


exact Idea of Dr. Hamey, whom he 
had never before ſeen, and was admo- 
niſhed or commanded in his Dream 
to ſtop ſuch a Perſon, and hinder 
him from going over in the Packet- 
boat. The next morning he comes 
to the Packet- boat, and viewed all 
the Paſſengers that were to embark, 
lets the reſt paſs unmoleſted, but 
of tops the Doctor, and hinders him 
from embarking. The Doctor was 
at firſt much concerned at this hin- 
drance by the Mayor, and expoſtu- 
ated with him, what an injury 


rb. 


from his Companions, but he was 


to undervalue, or not to have a due 


he intended to Travel. There the 
Mayor of Dover 1n his ſleep law the 


twould be to him to be ſeparated. 
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And tho divers things of a ver 


1 


ſoon pacified upon knowing the I m 
true cauſe, and the next day was ve 
very ſenſibly affected at God's won: kr 
derful Providence over him, and fit 
m 

W. 

th 

fte 


Preſervation of him, when a Veſſe 
came into the Port, and related that 
they had a little before ſeen that 
Facket- boat with every Paſſengeror 


Perſon in it ſink before them inal 
terrible Storm that then hapned. I aft 
I could alſo mention ſome ven an 
ſignal inſtances that have this way mc 
hapned to my own obſervation. gre 
But ſhall wave them in prudenq we 
becauſe perhaps liable to cenſure, ot th: 
it may 1 the ſport of thoſe who Ini 
ſlight and deſpiſe all notices of this S 
kind, tho never ſo remarkable. And 
beſides whilſt men are living, pub 
lick communications of them my 
juſtly be ſuſpected of ſome Vanity 
or Deſign, by intelligent Perſons. 


Extraordinary nature, and ſuch# 
have been ſufficiently atteſted by 
credible, or undeniable wn 
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have hapned within our own. me- 
mory, and particular cognizance, 
vet I ſhall paſs them over, as well 
on | known: to ſuch who become inqui- 
and fitive in thoſe matters, and I will 
fel mention only one of our Modern 
that Wonders, or Supernaturel Events, 
that that hapned very lately in W, eftmm- | 
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na 6. In the year 1700 few months 
d. after the late King of Spam died, 

en and a little before the Parliament 
way met, that had before them the 
jon great and diſmal Conlequences that 
ne were likely to attend the loſs f 
el that Prince; on Griſtmas Eve, an 
this Son of Lieuetenant Colonel Edge - 
was come out of a Conyulſive Fit, 

lifted up his Eyes and Hands to 

Heaven, and with tears trickling 
down his cheeks, before divers Wit- 
neſſes ſpake diſtinctly for near a 
quarter of an hour, Tons 0 
od, lometimes O Feſus. 2 Whither 8 

8 "i 22 M 3 „ the | 
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ſition that was then every where 


- were preparing to fall upon all Eu 
rope rs greed he was ſenſihle 


. 


the Infant was ſenſible, by a Divine 


aid, of the univerſal miſeries, defo- 


lations, and effuſions of blood, that 


of any preſent poſt-poning, or ter 
giverſation, in the vigorous opps. 


neceſſary, or expedient, to prevent 


the impending power and greatneſs 


of France; or whither the licenti- 
ouſneſs and immoralities of the 
time might occaſion ſuch an Excl 


mation; or for what other reaſon 


fo unuſual a Tranſport from a litt 
Infant might come to paſs, I will 
not preſume to determine. But 


ma little 
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ay following, or on St. 
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Supernatural, 


to the Truth 


account 3 it to thei 
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before Sir 22 
Juſtice of Peace, and 
f the Truth of this Su- 


| ometimes thought, and 
. ee to recommend it un- 

to the conſideration of ſome of our 
chiefeſt Prelates, whither i it might 
not be expedient, and benefieial, 
that my Lords the B;ſh ops would 

ſometimes in their Viſitations give 
it as an Inſtruction to their Clergy, 
that if any thi g Extraordinary, or 

did by common re- 
port happen within the limits of 


volu ntarily 
Buckleigh, a 
. Oath c 


ere it was thong 
ſuch cogni zance, bel 
ſtice of the Peace, 


at to deſerve 


and tranſm t the 5 


inch matters, and 55 
42 5 the Truth atteſted by Witneſ- 
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men i in their Goal CE Ca ind. 
to the reproach or conviction of 
Unbelievers, then many excellent 
Precepts uſ ually do. For though 
there will be Tmpoſtures in the 
World by deſignin perſons, they 
cannot long eclipſe the luſtre of 
Truth in plain matter of Fact, 
. diſcredit its "real Excellency: and 


Authority. 
T hope the 60 Inſtances ok Ar 


guments afore- mentioned, may have 
ſome weight with Good perſor 
enforce or enliven their Belief of 
another Life after this. For if men 
are not in ſome meaſure naturally, 
or through the Grace of God dif-, 
| poſed, or inclined to ſuch Belief; 
whatſoever can be ſaid concerning 
it, will have but very little force 
to perſwade them. Nay I do much 
doubt, whither "the e exceeding 
great evidences of ( God's Preſence 
and Power, Which the the Iſraelites 
" rw in the "Vildernes and before 
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whither, I ſay, if thoſe or the like 
Miraculous Demonſtrations. of a 
Supreamand Al | 
to be tranſacted again in the World, 
whither they would have any du-. 
rable effect upon the minds of 
of thoſe: who either wiſh, and deſire 
d befides this, or who, if they Wie 
e 


pole or faintly believe another life, 
are peremptorily reſolved to take. 

the unlawful Enjoyments and Af- 
fections of this along with them, 

if it were poſſible, into the other 
„even the Miracles of Chrift and his 
22 „the greateſt and the moſt 
ffectual that could poſſibly be de- 
ſired for conviction, had any man- 
ner of influence on the Hypocritical 

Scribes and Phariſees formerly, 

who did ſhut their eyes to what 
they ſaw, and were obſtinately re- 
ſolved not to believe any Evidence 
e | whatloever of the Divine Miſſion 
of our Lord, but were the more 

“4. 5, i e_—_ 


1ighty Power were 
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enraged againſt him and his Aj 
ftles, the Greater Miracles” they 
by performed by them. 

As there is a natural te * 
connection of Virtues, which caf ty 
leads and conducts Men from 
Virtue to another, in order to Per- 
fection. And as there is a natural 
progreſſion in Vice from one degree 
to another, until men attain an 
obdurate Heart, and a conſummate 
Impeniteney ; io there is in Faxh 


an aſcent upwards, from one de- 
gree to anoth until men come to 
be Heaven ly-minded, and have ſome 


fort of Communion. with the Saum: 
above. And likewiſe there is in 
Infidelity a prone deſcent from one 
| 9 of disbelief untoanother, until 
the Unbelievers do fall er 
be the bottom of the Precip 
One thing more I could 
| the Relations before mentioned. 
For tho Omens, preſaging future 
Calamities to the Fublick, or great 
mifortunes £ to particular Perſons, 


„ 
2 


add to 


are ſeafonable Admonitions to the 


22 . — in London near 


one - half of — 50> 
bs a Ons can never be 
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or elſe great Ateratio or Revo- 
lations in the State, but In 
tlc imprefhon upon many, yet cer- 2 5 
very Tomarkabte Omem, which nei- 


ther deſerve to be flighted as trivi- 


al events, nor are uſually diſregard - 
ed by Serious Derlons. ny 
are very Confiderable:and N 
ous, however they may be deſpi 
or over-looked by ſom e, yet 


Good, and are great Ex 1den | 
Cod's Providence over the World, 


and fometimes plainly ſpeak the 


future intentions or diſpleaſure of 


an over-ruling Power W Man- 
ee e 


latter end of 1663; that preceded 
the late dreadfal Plague, which 


s, and which Comet 
ng tail over al- 
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forgotten. For whatever Natura- 


liſts may ſay concerning ſuch Comets 
that they are only Meteorological 
Exhalations from below, yet they 
have frequently proved manifeſta- 


tions of the Divine Wrath; and we 


muſt juſtly conclude with the Poet, 
— Nunquam ſpectatum inipunè Co 
metam. That Comets were never 
ſeen without ſome impending Ca- 


lamity. 


The Omens {to omit thoſe that 8 e 


are mention d in Authors to have 


hapned in ancient times) which 
came to paſs in King Garles the 


* 


Firſt's time, before the Civil Wars; 
thoſe which preſaged the unfortu · 
nate end of Archbiſhop Laud; thoſe 
James the Second on his Corona - 
tion-day, and were viſible to the 
Spectators, were much taken notice 
of in their time, and will not be 
eaſily forgotten. But one thing l 
ſhall mention, being in ſome mea- 
, which } 


Which hapned . very lately t 


ſiure an eyewitneſs of it; 
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Londen, on. 3 40 "JON cle _ 
exact time, tl ar the late King 
Wi iam and oe Mary, , of Glori- 


The Ro — 2 9 * of Sn, 
with the Goes over them, and the 
J and R. on each ſide of them were 

painted at large in Glaſs, and pla- 


ced in K. Janiess Reign on the up- 
per part of the high Window, at the 
Faſt-· end of that Church. It was 
to medne) ans, Feb, 13. 1688, x ihe. - 
Solemnity of which day drew ma- 
ny to Church. The Wind was then 
pretty high. And when I ſeated 
my ſe elf, Pe blerved all the People 
ſtaring at the Faſt. end after an 1 
unuſual. manner. And upon eum 
uiry underſtood that the whole 
Ä 5 Arms were juſt then blown 
down, and at the 3 time hear d 
| the Guns going off at. the proclaim- 
ing the Kin 0 Queen. The Gla- 
| a 


ſier who hi ſet them up, ſoon af- 
ter 
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ter pick d 
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Arms were ga 
cy: 
ty at his houſe, 
in their old form 


tom, but the Crown was ſuſpended 

above by the lead from falling, and 
was therefore taken down. Iſhall | 
make no Comment uponthis Event, 
but leave the Reader to form his 
Ml Now rt any of theſe or the like 

ints, arguments, or motives, can 
conduce to make inen conſider and 
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"ae on the manifold 1 Evidences, 4 


which eaſily 1 1 either directiy z 
or CUT OI 30 Fe 3 or de» 
monſtration of ure State, 


t ; 7 reaſonabl to be 2 
pected, 8 of the hi concern- 
ment poſkible, 1 ſhall be glad to liave 
any way contributed to it; altho! 
the 1 Imper ections herein, both in 
methoc and matter, 5 be far 
inferior to the Excelic ncy | 
Subject. For I have rather endeas 
deavoured to ſuggeſt ſome occaſio- 


nal thoughts thereupon, which na- 


turally occur to my own mind up- 
on Lone inte er fu FREIE, _ 


guments as it is wich Hi. The ; 
food which is agrecable toone mans 
palate, is very diſagreable to ano- 
ther , and e 105 
every kind provide by Nature, to 


2 the different religh of different 
people 5 
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people. And ſo it is in Perſwaſion, 
ſometimes ſuch Arguments as do 
naturally ariſe without artifice or 
ſtudy, ſhall have much greater force 
then Elaborate Diſcourſes. One is 
overcome with Reaſon, another with 
Example, and a third ſhall be affe 
cted with that which has little pro 
bability of perſuaſion in the opini- 
on of another. I have therefore 
entertained my Reader with ſome 
variety of Reflections, which poll: 
bly may deſerve ſome regard or at. 
tention, as being not altogether 
uſeleſs, and being directed to a Good 
End; ſince even amuſements or Ci 
rioſities of no great moment, fuch 
as Poetical fictions, Medals, Shell, 
and Inſects, have met with a gentle 
reception, and have ſometimes em. 
ployed the leaſure of very conſide- 
rable men. e get 
As for the Nature and glorious 
condition of a Future State of Hap 
pineſs, the wiſeſt of men muſt ne. 
ver expert any. other knowledge of 
CC 
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it, then what is made known in 
the Scriptures. Whoever carries his 
Imagination farther then that, 
wy into an Ocean quite out 


of his depth, and deſerves not much 


more attention to what he ſays, 


then is due to what Poets or wiſe 
men of old have ſaid concerning 

the Elyſian Fields. The Eternal 
Generation of the Son of God, the 
Myftery of the Trmity m Unity, the 
Incarnation of Chriſt by a Virgin, 
the Reſurrection of the ſame Body, 
thouſands of years after it has been 


Buried and Corrupted,&c. are things 


that cannot reaſonably be diſputed 
by Chriſtians,who believe the Scrip- 
tures; but when Ingenious men 2 
undertake to explain thoſe Myſte- 
ries, and make the mode of them 
intelligible to us, their fineſt con- 
ceptions, and their moſt ſublimeſt 
thoughts, do only ſerve to ſhew the 
greatneſs of humane Ignorance, if 
not their own Inſufficiency, 


R -. | 
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Whither the Bleſſed Spirits i in 
2 Heaven do underſtand and know 
what is done upon Earth; and whi 
ther Good Men, WhO do now en 5 
joy a ſtate of Happineſs, and who 
wWhilſt they lived upon Earth, har 

read or hear d of many Great -and 
Famous Men, whom they might 
here be def pus to ſee and Kknowin 
the Future State; Whither, I tay, 
they ſhall then know thoſe Hamow 
men perſonally with reſpe totheir 
former Virtues and Piety; or WH. 
ther thoſe Souls that are flamed 
with the Love of God, and are full 
of admiration of the M ſdom, the 
Power, the Glory, and the Goodmeft 
of the Supreme Majeſty, ſhall bet 
leaſure to reflect on the vain'trank 
actions, and paſt or preſent imper 
fections of this lower world, muſt 
be uncertain to us, and will reaſo 
nably be doubted by Wiſe Meri 
For 3 certain; their Happiness 
will meet ich no _—— 
24: TRE 
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their, Joys, © 


on, Will be 7 — plet 


firife, variance, ren n 
envymgs, and emu arge, wet then 
be for eyer baniſhed; and Looc, 
Joy, 2 CACEC, Goodneſs, and other 
þ f che. Blefſe tp — 


2 * 0 


Ahe there are degrees of Hopi E 
nels and Glory n Heaven, ſuited 
to the capacities of all the Bleſſed; = 
that there is and will bei ſome fab- 
ordi nation of Glory, Kel one Sar 
exceeds another; Star in Glory ; and 
that — 2rdina: ion wall be ſuit 


o.God, the purity af Weir Holi 
«6 the fivength of their Fuitb, the 
lency ofitheir Morals, and the 
— of their Sei den ials, in 
cir, former Kate of Life, may be 
Peaſonably conjectured; but that 
Nee will be no contention for Su 
| Na 7. peri- 
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periority, no ſtrife for Precedency, 
| — for more Exalted ſa 
ons, in the regions of Eternal Peace 
and Tranquility, we have good rea- 
ſon to conclude : ſince the Hum: 
bleſt Minds will be moſt highly 
Exalted; ſince he that is leaſt in 
the Kingdom of Heaven, will be far 
Greater then he could poſſibly wiſh 
or imagine; and ſince ev ry Soul wil 
be filled with tranſports of Satis 
faction, beyond all humane con. 


Iuhhat the Bleſſed Angels do mi 
niſter unto Mankind; that God 
has given them charge over Good 
mien, and that they have ſome 
times appeared to do fo, in an er 
traordinary manner, is evident from 
the Scriptures; and that they do 
rejoics in Heaven at the Converjl © 
Ma Sinner, cannot be doubted ;\ bu 
to addreſs our prayers to them, off mi 
to any · but God himſelf, does o A 
ſeem likely to be pleaſing um 
Sb | 5 N theil 
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— | them, or advantageous to us, but !! 
am ſure may be very diſpleaſing to 
th ¶ a Fealous God, who by his Prophets 


— pA 


ace has fo frequently declared his in- 
ea · | dignation againſt all manner of 
oy fl And now I have done with what 
I thought might in ſome meaſure 
far ¶ tend to incite men to the firm belief 
in of a Future State, let us take a ſhort 
proſpect of this our Preſent Life. 
And what is this Life that men 
are ſo unreaſonably fond of? Our 
Infancy is waſted away in feeding, 
ſleeping, or crying, without the 
leaſt appearance of Rational Facul- 
ties, more than what we ſee in the 
young of other Animals; and our 
Childbood is amuſed with bawbles, 
fles. If it were not for the Inno- 
cence of that tender age, there is no- 
thing in theſe ſtages of Life, but what 
might well merit a contempt of it. 
A third part of Humane kind is 
thought to die before ſeven years 
| EE © old, 
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old, and perhaps that third part 

of Mankind, which falls off i. 
their budd, is thereby much hap- 
pier then the other two, which 
come to more maturity, and who 
live to loſe their Native Innocence, 
and generally to contract Cult up- 
Gn. ( 

Joni does commonly burn with 
Luſt, or purſues all forts of follies 
and irregularities with the utmoſt 
vehemence. Inſomuch that in this 
blooming age, wherein Life is en. 
joyed with the greateſt guſto, and 
Health meets with the leaſt inter- 
ruption, ſo many Perſons do become 
miſſerable and unfortunate, either 
fortune, that infinite ſwarms of 
Toung Men do readily quit all the 
eaſe and comforts of a regular way 
of living, or elſe are obliged to do 
fo, for to betake themſelves unto 
the hazards and diforders of War, 
by Sea and Land, for Bread to fi 5 


, 2 

% 1 1 
9 9 
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hom "(life + 2 — uncertain) nor 5 
| why neither, unleſs . ra- 
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it on; ; and lawleſs T barks gi are © in 


to undergo ely a bonday 
coercion hat admits not too Frets 
4 deſcription. And the lives of 
theſe, as they are indeed of uſe to 
their ountry, for its juſt defence, 
ſo they are often as profuſely 
thrown away through * 
ceſſary reſentments or reſtleſs in- 
trigues of Ambitious Princes, as if 
they deſerved no manner of care or 
conſideration in nature, and there- 
fore are frequently caſt away as 


vilely as Dirt to Dirt, together 


with the lives of others of more 
Noble and Generous Principles. 
Manhood is full of cares and * 


licirades, from the Prince to the 


Teafunt, and it is uſually ſpent in 
ndleſs purſuit — 2 or 
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Rich, and that. often with the 
misfortune of living Poor, and 
depriving our ſelves of the conve- 
niencies we abound with. 
Old Age is attended with una- 
voidable Infirmities, or ſuch as for- 
mer follies and irregularities have 
encreaſed upon us, and too often 

with a prepoſterous and ridiculous 
Avarice. For when their Journey 
is as it were at an end, old men 

are more ſollicitous to lay up ſtores 
of proviſion for it, then ever th 

were before. Nay, I have my ſelf 
known divers perſons in advanced 
years become even Lunatick, tho 
they were in very good and conſt 
derable circumſtances, for fear of I 
wanting Bread before they die. And . 
a very Ancient and Learned Gen- | of 
tleman now living has aſſured me, ne 
that he has divers times ſeen hereto- al 
fore a moſt Eminent perſon in 
his Profeſſion,” in the latter years | be 
ee ae thed ee 6 
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Wi ef Age of man can' be 
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Mankind is apt to be infatuated, 
there are none ſo extravagant and 
unaccountable as thoſe of the Old 
 Miſer, and the Old Epicurean. 
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his preſence for fear he ſhould come 


to Want before he died, tho he 


had then ſcraped together the 
greateſt Wealth and Riches that 


any one of his Profeſſion had ever I 


before been known to do, perhaps 
in all the World. And if the 


1115 
ch Imprudence, what follies 1 
may not be expected from the 
more unripe experience of Touth or 
Among all the follies wherewith 


when he can have no enjoyment 
of it, when he is juſt upon the 


nec Ir 47 of taking his fina ; leave of 


all the World, and when his abun- 


dance does only ſerve to make his 


beſt friends ſecretly long for his 


feparture, that the ſpoi rem be 
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divi- 


2 x N 4 
LY 2 * 2 7 — „ " p = 
„ wan a = 4 4 , ds 4 fn 


—_—_— 


x86 py "x tho — 9 ; 


. Ted, — — 


Old Epicurean, whoſe Volumes are 


Of the = 
ter fort we have lately had here 
a moſt egregious inſtance, in an 


had in no {mall eſteem, and which 
do ſufficiently ſhew how entirely 


Devoted he was to his Pleafure; 


how tenderly he loved this World, 


tain, among promſſcuous Subjects, 


and how diffident he was in the 
Belief of another. They do cons 


notable Encommms on the Ha 


nels of Pleaſure, Repoſe, the Pair 


Sex, Champagne, and delicate Eat- 


728 5 and yet by good fortune, 
| — and a good 
#7 — together with a long 


Eng of our celebrated Mr. Habbs, 


bearance of the Immenſe'Good: 
neſs, he hapned to outlive the long 


molt — and m 
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Saladin, „ the Gmpurror 
does now retain, 


Treaſures. that Z 2 got by Bir 
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«nd. in all 
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1 wr” a 0 all Men 8 er a. dae 


Meditation, 4 more eſpecially f 


Ambitious Princes ; which Saladm 


the great. Saracene: Emperor, ; 
— World, a little before his 


Death. For thin calling to him 
the Officer, who was wont to bear 


his Standard i in his Army, he com- 


manded him to carry at his Fune- 
ral a Linnen Shrowd on the top 
of a Lance, _ to 
loud: | This: i. all that the Great 


1 the Eaſt, 


Long Laie has been e 


Sacred Hiffory has been promiſed 


and 
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es, eſteemed a great 


Happineſs and Bleſlin „and in the 
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and — as @ Bleſling to > Good ap 
Men; and it certainly deſerves to 
be to eſteemed, for this one Rea- 
ſon eſpecially before all others, be- 


cauſe it gives men a longer oppor- 


89 


tunity of growing to Perfectio 
of ſtill becomin Wiler anc Better 
then before. It it were not for 
_ that benefit and ates of Long 
Life, if it were not for the means 
and capacity of preparing and fit. 
ting our ſelves more and more for 
the future enjoyment of Immortal 
Happineſs in a glorious Life, af- 
ter this is ended, there is nothing 
in this Life which ought to make 
2 Wiſe Man fond of Living Long, 
conſidering the troubles, uncertain- 
ties, vexations and follies, 2571 
dering the manifold infirmities, 
and unſatisfactory pleaſures which 
neceſſarily go chr -ough, all con- 
ditions of humane Life. 
But whatſoever value and ode | 
- Humane * with all its dliſad⸗ 
| vantages 
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alone i is ſo very dim-ſighted, and 
can give us but a weak prof ect of 
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vantages, may ju juſtly deſerve, 8 ad 
however Long Life with tolerable 
Health, and a: convenient compe- 
tency, may well require all due 
care and prudence, in order to at- 
tain it; and eſpecially ſince Nature 


Futurity , and conſequently but 


faint a pirations after it: Yet there 


can be no compariſon - between 
Temporal and Eternal, between 
Mortality.and I mortality, the Bo- 


dy and the Soul, or between a 


Life neceſſaril attended with cares, . 


troubles, and viciſſitudes, and an 


endleſs duration and fruition of 


Perfect 1 {er Joy, Satisfacti- 


on, and 
nation, and without any the leaſt 


ory, beyond all imagi- 


pollible interruption. _ 
But notwithſtanding the nad 


ing great difference that there is 
between the im 


ections of our 


Preſent, and the — Hap- 
pineſs 


vealed, that it has ſealed God to 


pineſs of our Future St, 
notwithſtanding all the ntufald 
evidences, both Natural and Re- 


give us for the ablolute Cert 
Polloi dome 1. ng Immo 
tbly ſome till be ſh 
2s to ink, oper 7 Vaninns, "oy 
reno ned Martyr for Atheiſm, dil 
once openly maintain” | (and "who ho 
 therefbtc ily Tulkered: 4 2 
tolerable Tmipadetics, A as Well as er. E 
travagant Imprudence) h) Wo therg 
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